Winlock and Vicinity Timeline 
By Bill Wall 

On June 17, 1579, Sir Francis Drake (1540-1596) landed somewhere north 
of Spain’s northern-most claim at Point Loma and claimed the land in the 
name of the Holy Trinity for the English Crown. He called the Pacific 
Northwest, including Washington Territory, “Nova Albion,” which is Latin 
for New Britain. 

In 1592, a Greek navigator claimed to have discovered the straits that bear 
his name - “Juan de Fuca.” 

In 1775, the Spanish explorer Don Bruno de Heceta (1744-1807) visited the 
Washington coast and claimed it for Spain. He was the first European to 
sight the mouth of the Columbia River on board his ship, the Santiago. 

In 1778, British explorer Captain James Cook (1728-1779) sighted Cape 
Flattery, at the entrance to the Strait of Juan de Fuca. However, Cook did 
not think that the strait existed. 

In 1787, Charles William Barkley (1759-1832) captain of the Imperial 
Eagle, sighted the Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

In 1790, the British-Spanish Nootka Convention ended Spanish claims of 
exclusivity and opened the Northwest Coast to explorers and traders from 
other nations. 

In 1790, the first European settlement in the Continental United States west 
of the Rockies and north of San Francisco was Fort Nunez Gaona at Neah 
Bay. It was a Spanish settlement. Alferez Manuel Quimper landed in his 
sloop, the Princesa Real, near this site on July 24, 1790. He named the bay, 
Bahia de Nunez Gaona after Admiral Manuel Nunez Gaona, a high ranking 
Spanish naval official. Quimper took formal possession of Nunez Gaona 
Bay in the name of Spanish King Carlos IV of Castile and Leon on August 
1, 1790. The area was already inhabited by the Makah Indians. 

On April 29, 1792, Captain George Vancouver (1757-1798), commander of 
the British sloop Discovery, entered the waters of the Puget Sound. He had 
a crew of 100 men. He named the waters after one of his officers, Peter 
Puget. He named Hoods Canal and Mt. Hood after Lord Hood. Mt. Baker 
was named in honor of Lieutenant Baker, one of his officers. Mt. Rainier 
was named in honor of Admiral Rainer of the British navy. 

In 1792, Peter Puget and a crew from the British Vancouver Expedition 



charted the site in the area now known as Olympia. 

On May 11, 1792, Captain Robert Gray (1755-1806) re-discovered the 
Columbia River and named it after his ship, 'The Columbia.' Gray was the 
first American to circumnavigate the world. Lieutenant William R. 
Broughton, in command of the British ship Chatham, sailed past the mouth 
of the Columbia and 100 miles upriver to present-day Vancouver and 
Cowlitz County. He named Mount Hood, where he believed the headwaters 
of the Columbia River were located, after Lord Samuel Hood, a British 
Admiral. Broughton's map of the Columbia was used by Lewis and Clark. 
George Vancouver, a British naval officer, explored Puget Sound. 

On May 29, 1792, Lt. Salvador Fidalgo officially established the Spanish 
settlement Fort Nunez Gaona. The fort was occupied until September 29, 
1792, when Fidalgo received orders to abandon the bay and move to Nootka, 
a more developed port facility on Vancouver Island. 

In 1805, Meriwether Lewis (1774-1809) and William Clark (1770-1838) 
began their expedition. They traveled from the Snake River to the Columbia 
River Gorge region in the autumn of 1805. They entered the Washington 
Territory on October 10, 1805. On November 5, 1805, they camped at the 
mouth of the Kalama River. Over the following days, they reached the 
present sites of Kelso and Longview. 

In 1811, John Jacob Astor (1763-1848) financed a fur-trading post near the 
mouth of the Columbia and a fort at the mouth of the Okanogan River. 

Fort Astoria was founded in March 1811 when officers and employees of 
John Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur Company arrived via the ship Tonquin, 
commanded by Captain Jonathan Thorn. Explorer David Thompson camped 
at the junction of the Columbia River and the Snake River on July 9, 1811 
and claimed the country for Great Britain. He stated that the intention of the 
North West Company was to build a trading post at the site. 

In 1818, the Hudson Bay Company sent Simon Plamondon (1782-1881), a 
French-Canadian, up the 105-mile long Cowlitz River, a tributary of the 
Columbia River, to explore it for its trapping possibilities. He discovered the 
Cowlitz area up to Toledo (formerly named Plomondon’s Landing Cowlitz 
Landing, and Warbassport), then returned to Vancouver to report that 
trapping possibilities on the river were good. Cowlitz (meaning seeker) is 
the name for the Indian nation that was in the area. Simon Plamondon was 
the first white man to settle in Lewis County. 

In 1819, Spain ceded their rights north of the 42 nd Parallel to the United 
States under the Adams Onis Treaty. 



In 1820, Simon Plamondon returned to the prairie (Drews Prairie), south of 
Winlock (and currently west of Interstate 5), and settled on the land at 
Cowlitz Corner near Toledo. He took the Indian Chiefs daughter, Veronica, 
to be his wife. Simon had three wives. 

In 1820, the North West Company established a trading post at Vancouver. 

In 1821, the North West Company merged into the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
which took ownership of Fort Astoria (Fort George). 

In 1824, the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) established a large farm on the 
Cowlitz Prairie, just north of Toledo. Dr. John McLaughlin (1784-1857) was 
the overseer. McLaughlin arrived at Fort George (Astoria) in the early fall of 
1824, but moved to a better location at Vancouver and began the erection of 
the stockade and buildings for the post there. Cowlitz Farm of the Puget 
Sound Agricultural Company on Cowlitz Prairie was established in the 
1830s. Goods were also sold to the Russian settlers in the Far North.' 
Nisqually Farm was created about the same time. 

Cowlitz Prairie is four miles east of Winlock containing 20,000 acres of 
black prairie. 

In 1824, the James McMillan expedition left Astoria for Puget Sound 
country. It made its way up the Chehalis River to the Black Lake. From 
there, men portaged to Eld Inlet and up to Puget Sound to the Fraser River. 

In 1825, Fort Vancouver was completed as a new post and depot. One of the 
first guests at the fort was David Douglas (1799-1834), the botanist, sent by 
the Horticultural Society of London to gather the flora of this section of the 
world. Hawaiian Islanders helped staff the fort. 

In 1828, the new Fort Vancouver was built about a quarter mile west of the 
first fort and 200 yards from the bank of the river. 

In 1829, the Indian population in the area were decimated by smallpox 
epidemic. The epidemic of 1829-30, called the “gray fever” or “intermittent 
fever” was brought in by the American ship Owyhee under Captain John 
Domines. This killed most of the Indians in the region and killed % of those 
in the Fort Vancouver vicinity. Most of the Cowlitz Indians fled toward the 
coast, with about 500 Indians remaining on the Cowlitz River. 

In 1829, traders of the Hudson’s Bay Company called Tumwater Falls “The 
Puget Sound Falls” when they were proposing to build a sawmill there. 

In 1831, Lewis District (later county) was named by Dr. John McLaughlin 
(1784-1857), Chief Factor and Superintendent of Fort Vancouver, Hudson 
Bay Company. It was named after Meriwether Lewis. Lewis District was all 



lands north of the Columbia River to the southern tip of Canada (54 degrees 
40 minutes parallel), and west from the Pacific Ocean to the tip of the 
Cascade Mountains. All lands east of the Cascade Mountains were named 
Vancouver District, which was later changed to Clark District, and later 
Clark County. McLaughlin was later known as the “Father of Oregon.” 

In 1831, George B. Roberts, a British naval apprentice, arrived at Fort 
Astoria, then to Fort Vancouver. He has assigned to clerk for McLaughlin, 
then clerked for David Douglas, the noted botanist which the Douglas fir is 
named after. He returned to England, married, then returned to Fort 
Vancouver (1840-1843). He was manager of the Cowlitz Farm, Puget Sound 
Agricultural Company. 

In April, 1832, the first settlement in the Puget Sound area was that of Fort 
Nisqually, a farm and trading post of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Fort 
Nisqually was the first European trading post on the Puget Sound and 
completed on May 30, 1833. It was located near the mouth of the 
Sequalitchew Creek, near the present town of DuPont, Washington. The fort 
remained until 1869. 

In 1833, two years after the first locomotive made its debut in the United 
States, the desirability of a railroad line connecting Fake Michigan with the 
mouth of the Columbia was urged. 

In 1833, the Hudson’s Bay Company sent Archibald McDonald by way of 
the Cowlitz Trail to establish a trading post, which later became Fort 
Nisqually. 

On September 3, 1833, Dr. William Tolmie became the first white person to 
climb the 14,411 foot Mt. Rainier (Mt. Tahoma). 

In 1834, there were 46 people in Cowlitz Prairie (6 miles from present day 
Winlock), mostly French-Canadian employees of the Hudson Bay Company 
farm. These families included Oliver Bouchard, Pierre Charles, Michael 
Cottonware, Fouis Fa Due, Joseph St. Germain, and Simon Plamondon. 

They were mostly French Canadians and Catholic. Mr. Cottonware settled 
on a piece of land, a part of which was later the farms of Stan Henriot and 
Sam Woody. He married Simon Plamondon's oldest daughter. 


West of Cowlitz Prairie, the area in which Winlock lies, was then wooded 
with Indian bum on the west. Except where donation land claims were filed, 
the area was not penetrated by many settlers until the days of railroad 



construction. Then it became practicable to log the hills and to ship out 
lumber by rail. 

On September 28, 1834, Reverend Jason Lee (1803-1845), a Methodist 
preacher, gave the first religious service in Washington Territory. He 
preached twice that day at Fort Vancouver. He, and his nephew, Daniel Lee, 
were the first to hold religious services on the Pacific Coast. After the site of 
their first mission was abandoned as unhealthy, the Methodist missionaries 
settled on the Willamette River, northwest of the present site of Salem, 
Oregon. 

In 1835, missionaries began to arrive in the area. Rev. Samuel Parker 
(1779-1866), a Presbyterian, came in the early fall of 1835 and was escorted 
to Fort Walla Walla by a band of Nez Perce Indians. He was the first 
Presbyterian in the region. 

In 1836, missionary Marcus Whitman (1802-1847) established amission 
called Waiilatpu, near present day Walla Walla County, in territory of the 
Cayuse and Nez Perce Indian tribes. He established the Whitman Mission in 
an unsuccessful attempt to convert the local Walla Walla tribe to 
Christianity. 

In 1837, Simon Plamondon made a trip in person and at his own expense to 
the nearest Catholic station at Red River, Canada, requesting Cleric 
assistance for the Cowlitz Prairie area. 

By 1838, Vancouver, founded by Dr. John McLoughlin, was a major trading 
post on the north bank of the Columbia River, about 100 miles from its 
mouth. It was the commercial, educational, and social center of the Oregon 
Country, as well as the seat of its administrative authority. There were about 
700 inhabitants with a school, hospital, and regular church service. 
Vancouver was the first community of any size in the Pacific Northwest. 
Downtown Vancouver has Washington’s oldest public square. 

In the late fall of 1838, father Francis Norbert Blanchet (1795-1883) and 
father Modeste Demers arrived on Cowlitz Prairie to establish a church. 

They were the first Catholic clergymen in the territory. They held their first 
meetings in Simon Plamondon’s house, then proceeded to build a log 
church, near where the present church and mission stands. They built the 
first church in Washington Territory. Blanchet and Demers became the first 
priests to visit the Oregon Country. Blanchet has been called the “Apostle 
of Oregon.” 

In December, 1838, Father Francois Norbert Blanchet and the Jesuits 
founded the mission of St. Francis Xavier on the Cowlitz Prairie, north of 



Toledo. 


In 1839, Congress was presented a bill establishing a territory north of 
latitude 423 and west of the Rocky Mountains, to be called ‘Oregon 
Territory.’ Most of the settlers north of Oregon were French Canadians 
brought in by the Hudson’s Bay Company. A few Britishers settled north of 
the Columbia River in the belief that this area would become British 
Territory. 

In May 1840, Dr. J.P. Richmond, a Methodist, was named to establish a 
mission at Nisqually. He was the first American man and family to become 
resident north of the Columbia River. From Vancouver, they went down the 
Columbia River and up to the Cowlitz River in canoes, and then on horses 
over a pack trail to a point half mile of the Hudson Bay’s Company 
Nisqually Fort. W.H. Wilson and Miss Chloe A. Clark were part of this 
mission, and they were married by Dr. Richmond. They were the first 
American couple married in Washington Territory. 

In 1841, fur trapper James Sinclair (1811-1856), on orders from Sir George 
Simpson (1792-1860), governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, guided 200 
settlers from the Red River Colony west to settle on Hudson Bay Company 
farms near Fort Vancouver. 

On Feb 7, 1841, a meeting was held at Champoeg in Oregon (now a ghost 
town), “for the purpose of consulting upon the steps necessary to be taken 
for the formation of laws and the election of officers to execute them.” Little 
was done, but it was the first attempt to organize to form a government in 
the territory. 

In 1841, Captain Charles Wilkes (1798-1877) of the U.S. Navy, was the 
commander of an exploring expedition sent to explore the northwest by 
Congress. He visited Puget Sound and named many of the places and 
rivers. He was to explore and eventually reach what is now Thurston 
County. 

In 1841, the American Exploration Expedition, under Captain Charles 
Wilkes of the U.S. navy, arrived at Fort Nisqually. They inaugurated the 
first Fourth of July celebration ever held in Western Washington. They then 
went to a nearby lake in, and Mrs. Richmond gave the lake and American 
name, so they called it American Lake. The Indians called the lake 
“Spootsylth.” 

In 1841, Port Gamble, in Kitsap County (formerly called Slaughter County), 



was named by the Wilkes Expedition. 

In 1842, immigrants began to come into the Washington territory in great 
numbers. In 1842, a large company of emigrants came to Oregon Territory 
under the guidance of Dr. Elijah White (1806-1879). Elijah White was 
appointed by the President of the United States as sub-Indian agent for 
Oregon. 

On February 28, 1842, the first American child (Francis Richmond) born in 
Washington Territory, was born to Mr. and Mrs. John P. Richmond (1811- 
1895) near Nisqually. 

In December 1842, the first protestant church in the Oregon Territory 
commenced at Oregon City. It was finished in 1843 and dedicated in 1844. 
It was a Methodist church. 

On July 5, 1843, a group of citizens from the Oregon territory met at 
Champoeg, near Oregon City (Salem), Oregon, and formed and adopted a 
provisional form of government, patterned after the state of Iowa. Rev. 
Gustavus Hines acted as chairman of this event. The territory was formed 
into four districts. That part of the territory north of the Columbia River was 
named Columbia district. 

In 1843, John C. Fremont (1813-1890) visited Fort Vancouver. 

In 1843, over 1,000 new people arrived in the Oregon Territory. By 1845, 
the number of people that arrived in the territory was over 2,500. 

In 1844, a large party of 80 wagons, headed by Colonel Michael Troutman 
Simmons (1814-1867) crossed the plains, headed for the Great Oregon 
country on the Oregon Trail. Simmons was a member of the Independent 
Oregon Colony, consisting of several separate companies who joined 
together in a quasi military organization. Many of those who came out with 
this wagon train settled in the Winlock area. Simmons was one of the first 
white men to settle in the Puget Sound. 

In 1844, the campaign cry was “54-40, or fight,” which signified that the 
American boundary should extend to the Russian possessions. The British 
claim was that the Columbia River should be the boundary line. This 
contention was settled by compromise, and the treaty was ratified in 1864 by 
making the 49 th parallel the division line. 

In 1845, a party led by Col. Michael Simmons went up to Cowlitz landing, 
and then on to the place now called Tumwater. Simmons called the place 
New Market. 

In 1845, George Waunch (1812-1882) settled on 320 acres (late enlarged to 



640 acres), now known as Waunch’s Prairie, just north of today’s downtown 
Centralia. He was the first white man to settle in what is now Lewis County. 

In 1845 John Robinson Jackson (1804-1873), a butcher, was the first 
American man to establish a residence in Washington Territory. His house in 
Chehalis is one of the oldest pioneer structures north of the Columbia River 
and was an instmmental location for the organization of Washington 
Territory. He built a cabin on the trail that stretched from the Cowlitz River 
north to Puget Sound. His home became an inn for travelers, a grocery store 
and a court-house. Jackson served as the first sheriff and tax assessor of 
Vancouver District, part of which later became Lewis County. 

Jackson Prairie was the county seat of Lewis County from 1845 to 1862. 

On June 3, 1845, George Abernathy (1807-1877) was elected Provisional 
Governor of the Oregon Country. 

On December 19, 1845, the session of the provisional legislature divided 
Columbia (the Vancouver District of Oregon Country) into two counties. 
Everything north of the Cowlitz river, to the British line (54 degrees, 40 
minutes), and everything west of the Cowlitz river to the Pacific ocean was 
named Lewis County (the oldest county in the state of Washington) in honor 
of Meriwether Lewis of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. The rest was 
named Vancouver County. 

Lewis County is surrounded by Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Pacific, Pierce, 
Skamania, Thurston, Wahkiakum, and Yakima counties. 

In 1846, James Birnie (1800-1864), an employee of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, retired and located his family (wife and 10 children) in what is 
now Cathlamet, Washington. At one time, Cathlamet was the largest village 
of Columbia River Indians west of the Cascade Mountains. 

In 1846, George Washington Bush (1779-1863), a black pioneer, settled in 
the territory, calling it New Market (Bush Prairie), now known as 
Tumwater. He settled in Washington to avoid Oregon’s racist settlement 
laws. The Provisional Government of Oregon had passed laws preventing 
Black Americans from owning land. He was the first black settler in what 
would later become Washington State. Tumwater was the first American 
settlement on Puget Sound. In 1846, the second sawmill (the first being in 
Vancouver) in the Pacific Northwest was built at Tumwater by Michael 
Simmons and his party. 

In 1846, Judge Sidney S. Ford, Sr. and his wife Nancy were among the 
earliest white pioneers who settle north of the Columbia River. Their 640- 



acre Ford Donation Land Claim abutting the Chehalis River was the center 
of what became known as Fords Prairie, and important traveling stop 
between the Columbia River and the Puget Sound. 

On February 5, 1846, the first meeting of the Masonic Fraternity in Oregon 
Territory met in Oregon City. 

On June 15, 1846, Britain ceded all claim to land south of the 49 th parallel to 
the United States in the Oregon Treaty. 


In 1847, the first census of Lewis County was taken - 275 whites (British 
and U.S. citizens). Most of the citizens lived at three locations. They were 
Tumwater, Fort Nisqually, and Cowlitz Farm (present day Toledo). 

On November 29, 1847, Indians murdered Marcus Whitman and twelve 
other white settlers in what is called the Whitman Massacre. The Indians 
were convinced that white medicine had caused the measles and smallpox 
epidemic that decimated their population earlier that year. This event 
triggered the Cayuse War between settlers and Indians. By 1850, Eastern 
Washington was completely depopulated of white people, and remained so 
until 1858. 

The first sawmill was built in 1847 by Simon Plamondon on his farm near 
Cowlitz Prairie. 

In 1847, Anjelin Ford Shelton (1847-1934) was born, said to be the first 
white child born west of the Columbia River. Her father, Sidney S. Ford 
(1801-1886), was government agent over the 5,000 Indians in this district 
during the times of the Indian wars. 

The oldest official record of Lewis County comes from an 1847 record book 
of the Commissioners’ Court of Lewis County, Oregon Territory. It shows 
the names of people that Sheriff John R. Jackson collected taxes from. The 
justices of the peace for Lewis County was Jacob Wooley and Samuel 
Crocker. 

In 1847, there were 52 heads of family in Lewis County. 

In 1847, Edmund Sylvester (1821-1887) located a claim where the city of 
Olympia stands, and erected the first dwelling house in the place. 

In March 1847, Billy Packwood (1813-1897) settled in Nisqually Flats. He 
later raised enough money to build a road through the Cascades at Naches 
Pass. Packwood is credited with exploring the eastern portion of Lewis 
County and for locating Cowlitz (or Packwood) Pass. 



On August 14, 1848, Congress passed the Oregon Act, creating Oregon 
Territory, which automatically abolished the earlier provisional form of 
government. 

In 1849, General William Winlock Miller (1822-1876) crossed the plains, 
from Illinois, and settled at Olympia. He had been a teacher in Illinois but 
moved to the Northwest to improve his health. After a period of teaching in 
the Oregon Territory, he took over the accounts of Michael Troutman 
Simmons (1814-1867), a storekeeper in Tumwater. Miller became one of the 
first settlers in what later became Washington Territory. He was a customs 
surveyor, measuring the trade through the Nisqually docks of the British 
Hudson’s Bay Company for American tariffs. Much of his surveying work 
was in Lewis and Mason counties. 

In March, 1849, a Lewis County Territorial Census was done, which showed 
145 people in Lewis County. 

In March, 1849, Gen. Joseph Lane (1801-1881) was elected the first 
governor of Oregon Territory. 

In 1849, the Snoqualmie Indians attacked Fort Nisqually, killing one person. 
In consequence of this action, the United States government established a 
military post 6 miles north of Fort Nisqually. They called it Fort Steilacoom. 

In 1849, Harry “Darby” Huntington (1811-1882) and Rebecca Jane 
Huntington arrived in Lewis County and settled along the Cowlitz River. 
Huntington named the settlement, located two miles south of present day 
Longview, Monticello, in honor of Thomas Jefferson’s home in Virginia. 

On September 3, 1849, the Oregon Territorial Legislature changed 
Vancouver County into Clark County. 

In 1850, Congress passed the Donation Land Claim Act, which promised 
320 acres of free land in the west to single men and 640 acres to married 
couples if they improved the property. 

In 1850 the white population of Lewis County was 457. 

In 1850, Edward D. Warbass filed for a donation land claim and settled in 
the area adjoining the Cowlitz Landing in what was called Warbassport or 
Warbassville. There was a store, hotel, and other buildings started by 
Warbass. 

In the fall of 1850, the Layton, Davis, and Prince families arrived at 
Washougal and traveled up the Columbia and Cowlitz rivers, disembarking 
from Cowlitz Landing and walking seven miles to Eadon, which is now 
called Layton Prairie. 



In 1851, Schuyler Saunders (1810-1860) settled in Lewis County and took 
up a Donation Land Claim. He founded the town of Saundersville, which 
eventually became Chehalis (in 1872). 

In 1851, William Winlock Miller became the first surveyor and inspector of 
revenue for the port of Nisqually, dealing with the Hudson Bay Company 
and with W. F. Tolmie, head of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company. 
Miller was a friend and supporter of Isaac I. Stevens (1818-1862), the first 
Governor of Washington Territory, and later administered his estate. Miller 
served as Quarter Master General of the Washington Territory Militia during 
the Indian hostilities (1857-1861); Director and Commissioner for Olympia 
of the North Pacific Railroad Company (1857); Notary Public in the District 
Court (1861); Treasurer for the Territory Fund for the Relief of Sick and 
Disable Soldiers (1862); Mayor of Olympia (1872-73). 

In 1851, the John Jackson home became the first Federal Circuit Court. His 
home served as first county seat for Lewis County. John was appointed the 
first sheriff of Lewis County under Oregon Territory’s provisional 
government. He was also the court clerk, Justice of the Peace, and census 
taker. 

In 1851, the town of Steilacoom was born. Captain Lafayette Balch (1825- 
1862) was the owner of the land claim on which the new town was built. 

In 1851, the U.S. Congress established the Customs District of Puget Sound 
for Washington Territory and Olympia became the home of the customs 
house. 

In May, 1851, President Millard Fillmore (1800-1874) commissioned 
Simpson P. Moses (1823-1890) of Ohio collector of customs in Puget 
Sound, and William Winlock Miller of Illinois surveyor of the port of 
Nisqually. 

On September 15, 1851, the three Oregon Territory Lodges formed the 
Grand Lodge of Oregon, with jurisdiction in Washington Territory. 

On November 13, 1851, Arthur A. Denny (1822-1899) arrived in the area 
now known as Seattle. He settled at Alki Point, on the south side of Elliott 
Bay. The new village was called Duwamps. 

In 1852, George Drew took a Donation Land claim on what he then named 
Drew’s Prairie. He established a little store in his home, built a small saw 
mill, and made that the trading center for all the territory between the present 
site of Winlock and Cowlitz Prairie, The whole area then became known as 
Grand Prairie (later called Winlock). 



In the spring of 1852, the first of the Roundtrees crossed the plains and 
settled in Boistfort, western Lewis County, Washington. Boistfort is located 
15 miles southwest of Chehalis on the fork of the Chehalis River. It was 
originally named Baw Faw Prairie, but was renamed by the new settlers. 
Pierre Charles named it for the French "boisfort," meaning strong wood. The 
area was settled in the 1850s by the Goff, Roundtree, Tullis, Fay, Mallis, 
Purcell, Hogue, Buchanan, White, Stillman, and Newland families. The 
Boistfort school district, established in 1853, was the first school district in 
Lewis County. 

August, 1852 Daniel “Doc” Harp (1852-1953), an African-American, was 
born. He settled in Winlock and lived to be over 100 years old, the oldest 
person to ever live in Winlock. 

In 1852, George Washington (1817-1905), an African-American slave of 
J.G. Cochran, platted the land that became Centerville, later renamed 
Centralia. Cochran later freed his slave, but Oregon Territory law prevented 
him from owning land. Centralia was officially incorporated on February 3, 
1886, still called Centerville. In 1891, to avoid confusion with another town 
called Centerville, changed its name to Centralia. 

A plat consists of a map, drawn to scale, showing the divisions of a piece of 
land. City, town or village plats show subdivisions into blocks with streets 
and alleys. Further refinement splits blocks into individual lots. 

On January 12, 1852 Thurston County was created by the Oregon Territorial 
Legislature. Initially, the proposed act specified that the new county, broken 
off from Lewis County, be named Simmons County for Michael T. 

Simmons, leader of the first party of Americans to settle in the Puget Sound 
basin. However, it was changed to honor Samuel R. Thurston (1815-1851), 
Oregon's first delegate to Congress. 

On September 11, 1852, The Columbian, a weekly newspaper, was 
established at Olympia. 

On October 25, 1852, people from all over what was to become Washington 
State (then called Northern Oregon) gathered in Monticello (now 
Longview), near the mouth of the Cowlitz River, to draft a memorandum to 
Congress. The memorandum expressed their desire to be granted statehood, 
and for the state to be called Columbia. On November 4, 1852, the Oregon 
Legislature made the same petition to the U.S. Congress. 

In the later part of 1852, First Lieutenant Ulysses S. Grant (1822-1885) 
came to Fort Vancouver as quartermaster. In 1853, he equipped and 
supplied the railroad exploration and survey parties of the Government in 



Washington under Captain George B. McClellan (1826-1885) and Governor 
Isaac Stevens. Grant was then later promoted to Captain while at Fort 
Vancouver. 

In 1852, a smallpox epidemic decimated the Upper Chehalis population and 
at least 275 Indians died in the vicinity of the Skookumchuck. 

In 1852, Lewis Hawkins Davis (died in 1864) founded Claquato (Davis 
Prairie) in Lewis County. The oldest building still standing in the state of 
Washington can be found in Claquato. It is a small church and was built in 
the 1850s by the town’s early settlers. 

In 1852, a Swede named Nicolas Delin (1817-1882) constmcted a water- 
powered sawmill on a creek near the head of Commencement Bay in 
Tacoma, but the small settlement was abandoned during the Indian War of 
1855-1856. 

In 1852, Mossyrock was founded and named for the mossy crag which rises 
200 feet above the east of the Klickitat prairie. Mossyrock was also known 
as Quelt Prairie. 

In late 1852, the first merchant in the new village of Duwamps, Dr. David S. 
Maynard (1808-1873), convinced his neighbors to adopt the name of Chief 
Seattle for the village. Seattle was the anglicized name of Sealth, the chief 
of the two local tribes. Maynard advertised his store as the “Seattle 
Exchange” in the October 30, 1852 issue of the Columbian. 

In 1853, the principal transport into Lewis County and points north were the 
Cowlitz River ferryboats. These landed at a place called Cowlitz Landing, 
near Toledo. 

In 1853, the first public school in Lewis County was established on Cowlitz 
Prairie, with H. H. Pinto as the teacher. 

In 1853, William Winlock Miller was made territorial surveyor. Dr. 
Christopher Columbus Pagett (1822-1899), a judge, arrived at Cowlitz 
Landing, one mile below the present site of Toledo. Joshua Tibeau had 
squatted on the land now comprising the town of Toledo. Mr. Pagett paid 
him something for his squatter's rights, and then filed a Donation Land 
claim. William Winlock Miller surveyed Pagett’s land. Pagett’s wife was 
the former Urania Pinto, daughter of H. H. Pinto, one of the earliest settlers 
on the Cowlitz River. 

In 1853, Congress provided for the exploration of four train routes across the 
continent, including a Northern Pacific route. 

In 1853, all the country north of the Columbia River was embraced in the 



Third judicial district. Courts were established in Olympia, Vancouver, and 
Jackson’s Prairie. William Strong (1817-1887) was the judge of the district. 

In 1853, a census of Washington Territory was taken. It fixed the white 
population at 3,965. Lewis County had a population of 616, with 239 voters. 

In 1853, Port Gamble, originally known as Teekalet, was founded as a 
company town by Captain Josiah P. Keller, William Talbot, and Andrew 
Pope’s Puget Mill Company in 1853. It established the oldest operating 
sawmill west of the Mississippi River. 

In 1853, Henry Yesler (1810-1892) was building Puget Sound’s first steam- 
powered sawmill on Elliott Bay. 

In 1853, Ezra Manning Meeker (1830-1928) and his family were the first 
white settlers in what is now Kalama, Washington. He later sold his 
Donation Land Claim to John Davenport. He later settled in Puyallup and 
was the first mayor of Puyallup. 

In 1853, Peter Judson filed a 321-acre land claim in what is now Tacoma, 
Washington. He picked the site because it was located next to a sawmill that 
Nicholas Delin built in 1852. Judson only lived on the land for two years. 

On March 2, 1853, Congress passed an act dividing the Oregon territory at 
the Columbia River, and creating the Territory of Columbia (about 100,000 
square miles). But an amendment was attached by Senator Richard Stanton 
(1812-1891) of Kentucky, changing the name to the Territory of Washington 
so as not to confuse the name with the District of Columbia. Besides 
Washington, three names had already been suggested - Tahoma, Columbia, 
and Washingtonia. 

Mr. Stanton said, “We already have a territory of Columbia, but we have 
never dignified a territory by the name of Washington. I desire to see a 
sovereign state bearing the name of the father of the country, and therefore 
move to strike out the word ‘Columbia’ wherever it occurs in the bill and 
insert instead thereof the word ‘Washington.’” The area was now known as 
Washington Territory. 

There were seven original counties. Cowlitz Country was one of the first 
seven counties established when the Washington Territory was formed. 

In 1853, President Franklin Pierce (1804-1869) named Major Isaac I. 

Stevens (1818-1862) to be the first governor (and Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs) of Washington Territory. 

On May 23, 1853, A.A. Denny and C.D. Boren filed the first plat for the 
“Town of Seattle.” Denny was the first postmaster. 



On June 15, 1853, the first Masonic Lodge chartered in what is now the 
State of Washington was Olympia Lodge No. 5 of the Grand Lodge of 
Oregon A.F. & A.M (Ancient Free and Accepted Masons). 

On September 29, 1853, Major Isaac I. Stevens announced his assumption of 
the duties of governorship of Washington Territory. 

In October 26, 1853, George Waunch (1812-1882) filed a claim on what will 
be known as Waunch Prairie, just north of present-day Centralia. He had 
lived on the prairie intermittently for many years, but only filed in 1853 
because the Donation Land Act of 1850 required continuous residence and 
cultivation for four years. The Donation Land Act provided the first legal 
framework for claiming land in Oregon Territory, which included land that 
would become Washington Territory. 

On November 18, 1853, Olympia was named the capital of Washington 
Territory. The town settled on the name Olympia at the suggestion of local 
resident Colonel Isaac N. Ebey (1818-1857), due to its view of the Olympic 
Mountains to the northwest. 

Major Isaac I. Stevens arrived in the Olympia on Nov 26, 1853. On Nov 28, 
1853 he called for delegates from all over the territory to meet at Cowlitz 
Landing, county seat of Lewis County. 

In 1854, Arron Webster arrived in the area now known as Bucoda, 
Washington. 

In 1854, Governor Isaac I Stevens, in his first proclamation, gave the 
number of inhabitants in Washington Territory as 3,965, and the number of 
voters as 1,682. 

In 1854, Steilacoom, a town in Pierce County, was incorporated and became 
the first incorporated town in what is now Washington State. The town was 
founded by Lafayette Balch, a sea captain. Cheelacoom was the name of the 
Indian town that occupied the site of the present place. It has the oldest 
Catholic Church in the state and the first Protestant Church north of the 
Columbia River. Governor Isaac Stevens chose Steilacoom to be the seat of 
Pierce County. Steilacoom had the first jail in Washington and the first 
sawmill. 

In 1854, A.J. Flesher was the last of 17 white people to land on Layton’s 
prairie, east of Toledo. 

In 1854, Washington Territory’s first gold strike occurred near Colville, 
Washington. 

In 1854, William Huntington settled across the Toutle River from a crude 



hotel operated by James “Hardbread” Gardiner. The Toutle was about 
halfway between Cowlitz Landing and Monticello and a logical rest stop for 
travelers. When the new post office needed a name, Huntington christened 
it Castle Rock after a large rocky outcrop nearby. 

On January 2, 1854, a general territorial convention was held at Cowlitz 
Landing. The first federal court held in Washington Territory was by the 
proclamation of the governor on January 2, 1854, at Cowlitz landing, by 
Judge Victor Monroe. 

On April 21, 1854, Cowlitz County was formed. The county seat is at 
Kelso, and its largest city is Longview. 

On Apr 29, 1854, the first post office in Lewis County was established in 
Toledo, and it was called Cowlitz. Edward Warbass was appointed the 
postmaster. 

In 1854, John Provo took a Donation Land Claim just east of Winlock. 

In April of 1854 Cowlitz County (1,166 square miles) was one of the first 
counties organized by the newly-formed Washington Territorial 
Government. Monticello (Longview) was the county seat from 1854 to 
1866. Freeport (a mile above the Cowlitz River from Monticello) was the 
county seat from 1866 to 1872. Kalama was the county seat from 1872 to 
1922. Kelso has been the county seat since 1922. 

1855 - A school was established in Grand Prairie (District #4). This was the 
second public school to be established in the Lewis County. R. R. Powell 
was the first teacher. These schools were built by popular subscription 
operating for three months of the year. 

In 1855, Peter Judson abandoned his land in Tacoma with the start of the 
Indian War that threated isolated settlements and homesteads around Puget 
Sound. 

In February 1855, Washington Territorial Governor Isaac Stevens convinced 
coastal tribes to sign the Quinault Treaty with the U.S. government, in which 
the tribes exchanged title for much of southwest Washington for reservation 
lands. 

Surviving Indians in the area were removed to the Yakima Indian 
reservation. A gathering of Indian tribes at Fords Prairie showed a 
population of 5,000. By 1875, the population dwindled to 1,200 due to 
disease. By 1906, there were only 149 Indians of the Chehalis tribe. 

On February 5, 1855, Congress appropriated $30,000 for the construction of 
a military road from Missouri to Fort Walla Walla. This was looked upon as 



the forerunner of a Pacific railway. 

On October 6, 1855 the Chehalis Presbyterian Church was organized, and is 
the oldest Presbyterian Church in the State of Washington. 

In 1856, the Schlittler Cemetery on North Military Road in Winlock, 
belonging to the Schlittler family was created. It has 17 people buried there. 

In 1856, William Winlock Miller became Quarter Master General of the 
Washington Territory Militia during the Indian Hostilities, 1856-1861. 

In 1856, many of the homesteaders banded together and built Fort Henness 
at Grand Mound Prairie. The organized the men into Company F of the First 
Regiment of Washington Territorial Volunteers, led by Captain Benjamin 
Lee Henness (1818-1857). This stockade blockhouse was located at Cowlitz 
Landing, the highest point of navigation on the Cowlitz River. Grand 
Mound is so named because of the large mound-shaped ground in composes. 

In 1856, Fort Walla Walla was established. 

In 1856, Peter Judson returned to his land in Tacoma when the Indian War 
ended with the Treaty of Medicine Creek. 

In 1857, the Northern Pacific Railroad was incorporated and the route was to 
be from Nebraska west across Washington. Isaac Stevens was named to 
head the incorporators. The Panic of 1857 delayed construction of the 
railroad until 1863. 

In 1857, Military Road was completed that connected Fort Vancouver on the 
Columbia River to Fort Steilacoom on the Puget Sound. 

In 1857, a petition was made to open a Lodge of Masons at Grand Mound 
Prairie, Washington Territory. 

On October 10, 1857, the first post office in Lewis County was established 
by Charles Van Wormer (1819-1878) at Skookumchuck, located between 
the Lewis County/Thurston County border and Centralia. The post office 
was moved to Centerville (later renamed Centralia) in 1877. 

On Jan 30, 1858, the Washington Territorial Legislature passed a bill to 
establish a state university. At that time Cowlitz Prairie was the most 
populated area of the territory. So the bill as passed was that the State 
University be located at Cowlitz Prairie, provided someone donated 160 
acres of land for the site. No one was interested in donating land, so the offer 
was defaulted. The land was donated in 1860. Had someone offered to 
donate 160 acres of land, the University of Washington would have been 
located near Winlock instead of Seattle. No one came forth to donate any 



land in Cowlitz Prairie and at the next legislative session, Arthur Denny and 
Daniel Bagley (1818-1905) managed to get the university established in 
Seattle. Bagley, a Protestant Methodist, has been recognized as the father of 
the University of Washington. 

On May 8, 1858, the Chehalis post office was established at Saunders 
Prairie, and the name changed to Chehalis on Sep 23, 1870. 

On May 10, 1858, the Claquato post office was established as Davis Prairie. 
The name changed to Claquato on September 15, 1858, and to Littell on 
February 21, 1903. 

In 1858, Mr. Pagett acquired title to the land in Toledo. Mr. Miller surveyed 
this land for Mr. Pagett. Joseph Phillip Manning (1827-1916) settled on 
Grand Prairie. 

In 1858, the Pioneer Claquato Church near Chehalis built. It is the oldest 
remaining Protestant church in the Pacific Northwest. It was the 3rd church 
erected in the vast area north of the Columbia River. 

In 1858, there were 9,000 settlers in Washington Territory and 52,000 in 
Western Oregon. 

In 1858, Washington’s first railway was formed along the Columbia River 
and built by the Cascade Railroad Company. 

On December 8, 1858, the four Masonic Lodges in the Washington Territory 
formed the Grand Lodge in Washington. Brother Thornton F. McElroy was 
installed as Grand Master. 

On January 28, 1859, the city of Olympia was incorporated. It is the capital 
city of Washington State and the county seat of Thurston County. 

On February 14, 1859, Oregon became the 33 ld state with 98,000 square 
miles. Many of the settlers north of the Columbia River hastened to 
establish American citizenship and to secure title to the lands they were 
occupying. Their names were added to the Donation Land Claims which 
they filed and which later surveys respected. 

In 1859, Mr. Pagett accepted a position as teacher in the Squaxon 
Reservation, just outside Olympia. Jonas Pike (1825-1887) settled in the 
Winlock area. A party left Missouri and settled in the area. They include 
more Roundtrees and Mr. T.J. Spooner. In April, A.J. Roundtree married 
Susan Spooner, settling in Boistfort. 

In the 1860s, Arron Webster sold his claim (Bucoda) and sawmill to Oliver 
Shead, who named his settlement “Seatco,” a native word said to mean evil 



spirit or devil. Later, the town was renamed Bucoda using the two first 
letters of each of the surnames of the three principal investors in local 
industries: Buckley, Coutler, and David. 

In 1860, Colonel Michael Troutman Simmons (1814-1867) and Joseph S. 
Broshears (1828-1904) moved down to Grand Prairie to make their future 
home. 

In 1860, Walla Walla had a population of 704 (552 men and 152 women). 

In 1860, there were 384 people in the Lewis County census. There was only 
one precinct in Lewis County at the time - the Cowlitz Landing Post Office. 

The oldest house in Tumwater was built by Captain Nathaniel Crosby III, 
Bing Crosby’s (1903-1977) grandfather, around 1860. 

In 1861, Washington Territory was divided into counties pretty much as they 
are today. In this division, Vancouver County was changed to Clark County. 

Four generals served in Washington Territory before the Civil War - 
Ulysses S. Grant, George B. McClellan, Winfield Scott, and Isaac Stevens. 

On July 25, 1861 a post office was established at Grand Prairie (Winlock). 
George Drew was the first postmaster. First steamboat began operating on 
the Cowlitz. The votes cast in all of Washington Territory in 1861 were 
3,509. 

In 1862, Claquato (now a ghost town) became the county seat of Lewis 
Country. It became a prosperous lumber town with a mill. It was the county 
seat from 1862 to 1872. The courthouse was built in 1862. It was the first 
courthouse in Lewis County. 

On January 11, 1862, Walla Walla was officially incorporated. As a result 
of a gold rush, Walla Walla became the largest community in the territory of 
Washington in the 1860s. At one point, it was slated to be the new state’s 
capital. 

On September 1, 1862, Major General Isaac Stevens, first governor of 
Washington Territory (1853-1857), was killed in the battle of Chantilly, 
Virginia. 

In 1862, the first soap factory in Washington Territory was established in 
Steilacoom by John Valentine Meeker (1824-1910). 

In 1863, Idaho was created when Washington, by the cutting off, was 
reduced to its present area. William Pickering (1798-1873) was Governor of 
the Territory. In 1863 there were six newspapers in Washington Territory, 
all small weeklies. There were 24 counties then in the Territory, with a 



population of 20,000. 

In 1863, the county seat of Lewis County was Claquato. The main towns 
were Boisfort, Cowlitz, Grand Prairie, Highland, Newaukum, and 
Skookumchuck. 

On Nov 23, Joseph P. Manning (1827-1916) was appointed postmaster at 
Grand Prairie and the post office moved to his place on Grand Prairie. 

In 1864 Congress passed the Land Grant Act. This authorized a land grant 
from Lake Superior to Puget Sound to a newly organized Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company. This was a plan to subsidize the building of railroads 
from the east coast to the west coast by giving each road every other section 
of land bordering their road for the entire distance. There was also a 
provision in the grant whereby the railroads could not sell this land for more 
than $2.40 per acre. 

In 1864, Indians moved to Chehalis Reservation in Grays Harbor County. 
The U.S. government set aside a 4,214-acre reservation for the Chehalis 
Indians. 

In 1864, the Joseph Henriot (1826-1900) and family came to Cowlitz Prairie 
and had a large acreage of hops. It was one of the big early day crops. 

In 1864, Job Carr built a cabin in what was later to become Tacoma, 
Washington. He was Tacoma’s first settler. He filed a land claim for 168 
acres in what is now part of the city’s waterfront walkway along 
Commencement Bay. He then sold his claim to developer Morton 
McCarver (1807-1875), who named his project Tacoma City. The name 
derived from what the Indians called Mount Rainier (Tahoma), meaning 
“mother of waters.” 

In January 1865, Jean Baptiste Plamondon (1855- 1936), son of Simon 
Plamondon, married Matilda Provost of the Provost Donation Land Claim, 
east of Winlock. 

In 1865, the town of Bucoda (originally called Seatco) was first settled in 
Thurston County, south of Olympia. 

In April 1866, C. C. Pagett sold his claim in Toledo to Javan Hall for $250 
and moved to Mason County. 

In 1867, William Champ (1823-1912) settled in Winlock. 

In 1867, Fort Steilacoom was abandoned. The soldiers were sent to Fort 
Wrangle, Alaska, after the purchase of Alaska. 

In 1867, Frederick R. Brown, born in 1849, bought a Vi interest in the 



Winlock sawmill. 

On July 30, 1867, The Centralia post office was established as 
Skookumchuck, and was then changed to Centralia on January 11, 1884. 

In December, 1867, a devastating flood destroyed most of Monticello. 

In 1868, Mrs. Mary Olney Brown (1821-1886) of Olympia offered her vote 
at the polls, but was refused on the grounds that she was not an American 
citizen. Women could not vote in certain areas of Washington Territory, 
depending upon a judge’s interpretation. When she quoted the 14 th 
amendment, she was told by one of the judges that the laws of Congress did 
not extend over Washington Territory. 

In November 1869, General William Winlock Miller married Mary 
McFadden of Chehalis, daughter of Judge Obediah McFadden, who served 
as territorial representative to Congress. Their oldest son was Winlock 
Miller (1870-1964). The town of Winlock is named after William Winlock 
Miller’s son, Winlock Miller. 

In 1869, the Baker Boyer Bank was founded in Walla Walla, the oldest bank 
in the state of Washington. 

On Feb 15, 1870, Northern Pacific Railway started building their line. They 
started from Superior, Wisconsin, and from Kalama (near Longview) in 
Cowlitz County toward Tacoma in August, 1870. They had intended 
building direct from Superior to Tacoma, but the Cascade Range was a 
barrier that stymied them until 1887. Because of that, they made a trackage 
agreement with the Oregon-Washington Railroad and Navigation Company 
(O.W.R & N.) to use their track from Wallula, Washington Territory, into 
Portland, and their steamers from Portland to Kalama. 

After a failed negotiation for a Donation Land Claim in Martin’s Bluff, four 
miles south of Kapama, Northern Pacific Railway officials purchased 700 
acres in Kalama for the terminus of the new railroad as well as a new 
headquarters. The population swelled with employees of the Norther Pacific 
Railway. 

In 1870, there were 888 people in the 1870 Lewis County census, an 
increase of 504 people over the 1860 population. There were now four 
precincts - Boisfort, Claquato, Cowlitz Prairie, Newaukum, and Skookum 
Chuck. 

In 1871, Dr. Christopher Columbus Pagett (1822-1899) became the first 
settler in Winlock and is considered “the father of Winlock.” Pagett bought 
80 acres from the U.S. Government on the east side of the proposed 



Northern Pacific railroad track, being built from Kalama to Tacoma. Pagett 
was a good friend of General William Winlock Miller and Miller quite likely 
surveyed the land for Mr. Pagett. Pagett had other investors in business with 
him in founding the town of Winlock, one of them being John A. Adams. 

Winlock is situated in the Olequa valley on the Olequa creek, a tributary that 
empties 9 miles away into the Cowlitz River which rises in the watershed 
separating the Chehalis and the Cowlitz River systems. Winlock is located 
just south of the forking of the creek and is half way between Portland and 
Tacoma. 

Olequa is derived from an Indian name (place where salmon come to spawn) 
and is the name of the sub-tribe of the Cowlitz Indians which made the area 
their headquarters. 

In 1871, the first railroad to connect Walla Walla with the Columbia River at 
Wallula began. 

On March 28, 1871, C. C. Pagett moved back to Toledo and bought his old 
homestead back from Javan Hall. 

On July 23, 1871 Andrew Jackson Flesher (1844-1931) married Nancy 
Keziah Broshears. 

On October 28, 1871, a women’s convention held at Olympia resulted in the 
First Territorial Woman Suffrage Organization. 

In 1871, 25 miles of rails were laid from Kalama, and the first locomotive 
was running in Washington territory. 

In 1871, another census was made of Lewis County was made and 967 
individuals were enumerated in this census. 

In 1871, the property at Fort Steilacoom was occupied by Western State 
Hospital, which became an insane asylum. 

In 1871-72, John (Jack) Samuel Nealy (1834-1920) rode his horse into the 
Wheeler’s Camp (a Northern Pacific Railroad construction camp) that later 
became Winlock, all the way from Georgia. He filed a homestead right on 
the land west of the proposed Northern Pacific railroad track. Jack Nealy 
married Gertrude Broshears in 1872 in Winlock. He homesteaded a 40 acre 
tract directly across from Pagett’s property. The 80/40 acre Pagett/Nealy 
area comprises most of today’s Winlock. 

In 1872, as the Northern Pacific Railroad drove its rails north from Kalama 
to Tacoma, they built construction camps along the route. Wheeler’s Camp 
(also called Lee’s Camp, named after the contractor in charge of the work), 



north of the Cowlitz and named after the foreman, would later become the 
City of Winlock. Winlock was 40 miles up from Kalama. Chinese laborers 
were used and they lived in construction camps along the way. 

In 1872, the Northern Pacific Railroad located a station at Seatco. 

In 1872, Walter C. Nevil (born in 1833) settled in the area. He married 
Charlotte Boone, a descendant of Daniel Boone. 

By 1872, there were a number of settlers in and around Wheeler’s Camp. 

The road petition of 1872 listed 28 names. Some were from the Grand, 
Drew, and Cowlitz prairies who would profit by the building of the railroad. 
Others, such as Jack Nealy, were settlers who lived in the Olequa Valley at 
the time. The Northern Pacific had a definite interest in promoting 
settlement in the town later known as Winlock. 

The first buildings in Winlock faced west, which was towards the railroad 
tracts. 

In 1872, "Saundersville" was changed to Chehalis and became the county 
seat in 1873. 

In 1872, an earthquake of magnitude 7.4 hit the area. 

In 1872, the Northern Pacific located a station at Seatco (Bucoda). Later, 
the town saw a boon in coal extraction. Seatco was renamed Bucoda using 
the first two letters of the three principal investors - Buckley, Coulter, and 
Davis. 

In late 1872, the railroad arrived in the Twin Cities (Centralia and Chehalis) 
from Kalama. 

On January 3, 1872 there was a petition to the Lewis County Commissioners 
asking them “to grant a county road commencing at the Northern Pacific 
Railroad (NPRR) at Wheeler’s Camp in section 28 township 12N, R 2 W 
running eastwardly ... to Cowlitz Prairie...” 

In 1872-73, William Winlock Miller served as Olympia’s first directly 
elected mayor, as a member in the Washington Territorial Legislature, as 
quartermaster general in Governor Stevens’ Territorial Army, as 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Washington Territory, and as United 
States tax collector for the territory. 

In 1873, C. C. Pagett sold his property in Toledo for $800 to Augustus 
Rochon and moved to Winlock. 

1873 - Christopher C. Pagett of Cowlitz Landing was appointed postmaster 
on August 19, 1873, and the office moved from Grand Prairie to what is now 



Winlock, and the name of the office changed to Winlock. Succeeding 
postmasters were: 

Christopher C. Pagett (Aug 19, 1873) 

John A. Adams (Nov 28, 1887) 

William T. Byham (Apr 9, 1889) 

William Jesse Wall (Apr 26, 1893) 

John L. Gruber (Jul 30, 1898) 

Charles Elmer Leonard (Nov 12, 1912) 

George P. Wall (Sep 3, 1913) 

M. E. Meloy (May 23, 1922) 

Connie Cullen Wall (Jun 6, 1934) - postmaster until 1957 (23 years) 

Stewart L. Olson (1923-2003) (postmaster from 1957 to 1983) 

On July 4, 1873, Tacoma won out for becoming the site of the terminus of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad. 

In November 1873, Dr. Pagett asked General W. W. Miller to suggest a new 
name for the area then called Grand Prairie. Mr. Pagett was good friends of 
the Miller family. Both had been Indian War fighters. An affidavit by Mr. 
Miller stated: 

Whereas, on the 17 th day of November 1873, General W.W. Miller of 
Olympia, Washington Territory, having been asked to give a name to the 
place, then known as Grand Prairie, did on the day above written submit the 
following name, 'WINLOCK," in the words following, to wit. "If however 
you should fancy the name, and adopt it, I will agree to give a nice bell to 
the church or schoolhouse, that is built in the town." 

Mr. Pagett's reply came in a letter dated November 22, 1873: 

Dear General: 

I received your letter a few days ago from you in reference to the name of 
this place, and have to say the name pleased me very much. There is a 
strange (somewhat) coincidence connected with the name which I tell you 
some time. We have a supscription (sic) already for the schoolhouse 
preparatory for the bell. I think better to use it in that capacity, than for the 
church. Let the churchman hang their own church bells. I have forgotten to 
say when I file the plat for record, the name will be WINLOCK, named by 
W. W. Miller of Olympia. 

Thanking you, and wishing you many happy days, I am 

Yours, 



C.C. Pagett 


The town was named after Winlock Miller, eldest son of General William 
Winlock Miller. Miller's wife's maiden name was also Winlock. The Miller 
family donated a bell to the town with the intention that it be used for the 
first school or church to be built in the town. The bell is now housed at the 
Winlock-Miller Elementary School. 

On Dec 16, 1873 the railroad line from Kalama, north of Vancouver, to 
Tacoma was completed. The Northern Pacific Railroad received a total of 
38,463 acres for building their railroad line through Lewis County. 

On December 27, 1873, Dr. Christopher Pagett filed with the County 
Auditor the original plot of the area in the present business district and he 
named it Winlock (earlier called Grand Prairie). It comprised an area three 
blocks long and two and one-half blocks wide. No additions were made 
until after incorporation in 1883. 

The first buildings in Winlock faced west, towards the railroad. First Street 
was the business street. 

On February 15, 1874, George Dueber (1850-1917) married Margorie Ann 
Erkenbrack (1855-1918). His children included Georginia A, Charles E, 
Peter, Edith A., Margery, and George Ferdinand Dueber (1908-1987). 

On Feb 2, 1874, Grand Prairie post office changed its name to Winlock. 

In 1874, David G. Ainslie settled in the area. He bought 80 acres of land 4 
miles south of town and built a small lumber mill. Over time, his property 
holdings encompassed a sizeable portion along the Olequa creek. He 
established the Ainslie Post Office, and provided land for the Ainslie School 
District No. 47. 

On June 24, 1874, a post office was established at a town now called Vader, 
located 20 miles southwest of Chehalis on Olequa Creek. The town was 
originally called Sopenah by the Northern Pacific Railway officials, but the 
first post office was established as Little Falls by Paul C. Craft. Shipments 
tagged Little Falls, Washington were sent to Little Falls, Minnesota, there 
being no railroad stop named Little Falls, Washington. The town was 
renamed for a German settler by the name of Vader in April, 1913. It is the 
only town in Lewis County in which a name change was passed into law by 
the Washington Territorial Legislature. 

In 1875, George F. Dueber (1850-1917) came to Winlock from Newport, 
Kentucky, (source: An Illustrated History of the State of Washington by 



Harvey Hines, 1893, p. 785) 

In 1875, Frank Silas Doernbecher (1861-1921) built a small plant alongside 
the Ainslie mill and started the manufacture of furniture. By 1900, the 
Doernbecher Manufacturing Company had a production line five miles long 
and was the third largest furniture manufacturer in the world. 

In 1875, Walter Nevil established a sawmill in Napavine. 

In 1875, Indian population in Lewis County was 1,200. 

In 1875, Theodore Spencer Harrington (1844-1922), and his wife, Martha, 
came to Winlock from Utah in a covered wagon. Also, the McDonalds and 
the James Urquhart (1822-1901) and William Muir Urquhart (1855-1933) 
family were among the earliest settlers in the Winlock area, holding 
donation land claims in the area now known as Evaline. 

In 1875, Captain Finch and Mr. Miller established the first saw mill in 
Winlock. It was located at the fork of the Olequa creek where a dam could 
be built to form a pond. The machinery was hauled in from Tumwater. 

In 1875, a post office called Silver Creek was established. The community 
takes its name from nearby Silver Creek. 

On October 23, 1875, the first railroad to connect Walla Walla with the 
Columbia River at Wallula was completed. The line was later absorbed into 
the Northern Pacific Railroad. 

On November 12, 1875, Tumwater was officially incorporated. Also on 
November 12, Tacoma was incorporated. 

On January 14, 1876, General William Winlock Miller died at the age of 54. 
He is buried in the Masonic Cemetery in Tumwater. His papers and book 
collection of the Northwest was donated to Yale University. 

In 1876, the University of Washington in Seattle graduated its first student in 
15 years. The first graduate, Clara Antoinette McCarty Wilt (1858-1929), 
was born in Steilacoom. She was the first superintendent of the Pierce 
County School District. 

In April 1876 William D. Boone (-1899) married Sarah Y. Roundtree in 
Winlock. 

In August 1876 James Marshall Champ (1854-1907) married Mary Layton. 

On May 7, 1877, Andrew J. Miller and Eugene L. Finch bought 8 acres of 
land from Jack Nealy. They built a small saw mill, operated by waterpower 
from Olequa Creek. Logs were hauled to the mill by ox teams. It was one 
of the oldest and longest running mills in the territory. 



In 1877, Ezra Meeker (1830-1928) platted a townsite and named it Puyallup 
after the local Puyallup Indian Tribes. The town was incorporated in 1890, 
and the first mayor was Ezra Meeker. 

In 1877, Isaac Shultz settled in Lewis County and purchased 100 acres at 
Eden Prairie. His apple orchards yielded the largest Apple crop in Lewis 
County. 

In 1878, the first Territory Penitentiary was built at Bucoda, north of 
Winlock in Thurston County. It remained until 1886, when a new facility 
was built in Walla Walla, Washington. Bucoda Penitentiary was regarded as 
a harsh institution. The inmates were used for dangerous manual labor in 
coal mining and logging. 

In 1878, a Broshears girl (married L.M. Hughes) died and was the first 
person to be buried in the local Winlock cemetery. The cemetery land was 
owned by L.M. Hughes. The cemetery was also known as the Winlock 
IOOF Cemetery, the Winlock Masonic Cemetery, the Woodlawn Cemetery, 
the Woodman of the World Cemetery, and the Winlock Cemetery. 

In October 1878, the Northern Pacific Railroad Company sent a surveying 
and engineering crew to the Cascades in search of a viable pass through the 
mountains. Headed by Assistant Engineer Charles A. White, the crew first 
explored the Cowlitz Pass region southeast of Mt. Rainier. White and his 
crew spent several weeks surveying and staking a route in Lewis County. In 
the end, the railroad decided that the route would require too many tunnels 
and bridges to be practical. 

In 1878, Captain D. B. Finch sold his interest in the sawmill to Dan W. 
Council and opened the first general merchandise store. 

On September 30, 1878, Charles E. Dueber (1878-1950), was the first white 
child born in Winlock. 

The Northern Pacific Railroad’s colonization activities helped bring in more 
settlers for logging. Later, it was discovered that the soil around the wooded 
region of Winlock was fertile, and that as the open areas became more 
heavily settled, it would become more practical to log off the heavy stand of 
timber and to clear the lad for cultivation. 

On April 9, 1879 George F. Dueber (1850-1917) bought the first lot in 
Winlock, lot #1, Block #1. He built two hotels on this lot. One had a hotel 
upstairs and a dining room downstairs and called the place “Railroad Eating 
House,” or Railroad Hotel. The other had a hotel upstairs and a general 
business store downstairs. This was the first general merchandising store. 



The prosperity of the hotels was aided by scheduling Winlock as a dinner 
stop for the railroads. 

Another hotel, the Winlock Hotel, was located just north of Pine Street. 

This hotel was operated by Theodore Spence Harrington (1844-1922). 

In March, April, and May of 1879, the rains were so bad that spring crops 
could not be seeded. 

In the fall of 1879, Alfred Jerome Rhoades arrived in Winlock from Kansas 
and became a prominent factor in the business life of Winlock. 

By 1880, inhabitants of Winlock included Ole Rostem, stone mason; Joseph 
Broshers; Mr. Sibley, the shoemaker; H. E. Call, the section foreman; Dr. 
Dugas; Mr. and Mrs. David Smith; and Rowland Smith. 

Rowland Smith drove oxen for Ezra Meeker in Puyallup and later moved his 
family near Winlock. He homesteaded on Jones Road. 

Homesteaders included: 

St. Urban area - Anton Meier (1879), John Dickman and the Schlittlers 
(1880), Joel Hamilton (1883), Joe Bremgartner (1884), John Meier (1886), 
Joe Lachine (1887), and Radants (1889) 

North of town - Levi Rose (1883), Jim Porter (1889), Louie Krueger (1889), 
Nels Peterson and Chris Peterson (1889), S.P. Graverson (1889), Rudolph 
Sobolsky (1890) 

King Road - Leslie Crim (1887), William Haupt and the Berstingers (1888), 
Mel Lewis (1886), Lew Baird (1890). 

Linn Hill - Billy Walters (1879) 

Jones Road - Mr. Jones, Richard Lentz, Rowland Smith (from 
Pennsylvania), and H.C. Griffith. 

Ainslie district - David Ainslie (1874), Hans Yansen (1888), William 
Cunningham (1887), Pat Duffy (1885), John Roe (1884), Tom Toy, Doc 
Cams, Mr. Henderson (1888). 

others - the Mincklers (1883), the Larges (1893), A.J. Llesher (1872), 

On Nov 30, 1880, The Cowlitz Landing post office was moved to Toledo, 
and the name changed to Toledo. 

In August 1880, Otho McLaughlin got married. They were married for over 
72 years. Otho lived to be 100. Railroad completed from Kalama, Oregon to 
Tacoma, Washington. They came to Winlock from Puyallup in 1911. They 
pioneered in the berry business. 



In 1880, Lewis County was divided into two districts for the census - west 
or east of the Northern Pacific Railroad. There were 1,284 individuals in the 
census. 

In 1880, Mr. Rhoades assumed a partnership in the saw mill with 
Pennington and Stephen under the firm name of Rhoades, Pennington, and 
Stephen. Earlier owners Council and Miller previously sold out their 
interests. 

In 1881, the Winlock School District (#19) was established. The city bought 
a tract of land, unplatted then, 100 x 100 feet, and started building a new 
school. The school district encompasses a land area of 51 square miles. The 
district is bordered by the Toledo, Napavine, Boistfort, Castle Rock, and 
Evaline Districts. 

Early settlers in the area included A.J. Rhoades (in 1879), Ole Roste (in 
1879), Dr. Hugh P. Whiteside (1853-1903) (in 1881), Phil Erckenbrack (in 
1882), Walt Seamon (in 1882), Jim Smith (in 1882), Gordon Sweany (in 
1882), H.H. Fatland (in 1882), Jim Smith (in 1882), the Walls (in 1884), 
Andy Johnson (in 1885), C.F. Leonard (in 1885), J.P. Ellis (in 1886), Link 
and Mel Lewis (in 1886), Whislers (in 1886), George Brown (in 1888). Tom 
Crocker (in 1888), Charles Harkins (in 1889), Vic Gaume (in 1890), Joel 
Werne (in 1890), Chas Rockafellow (in 1890), Dr. N.E. Woody (in 1890 - 
died in 1903), Larges (in 1893), and the McNellys (in 1900). 

In 1881, John Pieckman married Emily Schlittler in Winlock. 

In 1881, a post office was established at Cowlitz Corner, and called Cowlitz. 

On October 1, 1881, Winlock completed its schoolhouse. An earlier 
schoolhouse in the vicinity of the Jennie Blum (1880-1955) house was 
abandoned. The new school building was located on the lot between the 
Railroad and First Street south of Walnut (then known as Alder street). 

Until the constmction of the Good Templar’s Hall in 1885, it doubled as a 
social hall with dances, Sunday School and theatricals scheduled there. 
Winlock did not establish a high school during Territorial days. 

On Jan 18, 1882, a bell (mentioned in General W. W. Miller’s 1873 letter) 
was received from San Francisco and hung on the schoolhouse. This bell 
was transferred to the new school on the hill in 1891. The school was burned 
down in 1922 and the bell was placed on the present school building, and 
still in use. 

On Feb 20, 1882 a statement was written and filed with the county auditor. It 
stated that the bell would always become the property of the school district 



in Winlock. The statement was signed by George F. Dueber, E.L. Finch, 

F.M. Frost, H.C. Griffith, L.M. Hughes, E.P. McClure, J.S. Nealy, C.C. 
Pagett, J.L. Pennington, and H.P. Whiteside. 

On April 30, 1882 at 10:48 pm an earthquake hit that lasted for 15 minutes. 

It rocked houses in Winlock, but there was no damage. 

In 1882, Rowland Smith assumed a partnership in the saw mill with 
Rhoades, buying out Pennington and Stephen. 

In 1883, the United Methodist Church had a missionary preacher in 
Winlock. 

In 1883 Chehalis was incorporated as a city and re-incorporated in 1890. 

In 1883, the towns in Lewis County included Centralia, Chehalis, Morton, 
Mossyrock, Napavine, Pe Ell, Toledo, Vader, and Winlock. 

In 1883, John A. Adams began building his home in Winlock, which 
represented late Victorian styling and detailing. The house was completed 
in 1889. Adams served as postmaster in 1887 and operated a dry goods 
store. 

In 1883, a territorial census was made in Lewis County. 4,602 individuals 
were enumerated in this census. 

In 1883, James Urquhart (1822-1901) laid out the town which he called 
Napavine, from the Indian word “Napavoon” meaning “small prairie.” 

James was the Postmaster and ran the general store. 

In 1883, Frederick R. Brown organized the Seatco Manufacturing Company, 
and built two sawmills, and a large sash and door factory at Seatco. He 
operated this plant until 1888, and then sold out. 

On February 28, 1883 Winlock (earlier known as Grand Prairie) was 
officially incorporated with the county. It was the first town in Lewis County 
to be incorporated. Its population was 100 with 12 homes, a post office, a 
general store, a saloon, and a hotel. Soon, the railroad companies offered 
cheap fares on the trains in order to sell land in Washington Territory. 

In April 1883, the Northern Pacific Railroad started building a line from 
Portland, Oregon to Goble, Oregon, directly across the river from Kalama. 
This line was completed in October, 1884. They then started their own ferry 
service, ferrying whole trains across the river, so that there was no break in 
service between Tacoma and Portland. 

On July 4, 1883, W. E. Colby launched a ferry providing service between 
Toledo and Eadonia (Layton Prairie) on the southeastern bank of the Cowlitz 



River. The ferry enabled those living on the southeastern side of the Cowlitz 
River to shop at Toledo. 

On September 8, 1883, the Northern Pacific Railroad completed its line from 
St. Paul, Minnesota to present-day Wallula. It built a railroad bridge across 
the Columbia River to connect to the Oregon Railway and Navigation 
Company tracks along the south side of the Columbia River. The Cascade 
division was started through Stampede Pass in 1884 and the first train 
reached Tacoma on July 3, 1887. 

In 1884 the Winlock saw mill burned down. 

In 1884, there was a presentation of a flag by the Ladies of Lewis County to 
the members of the Phil Kearny Post #7. 

From 1884 to 1893, the Ainslie Lumber Company operated a sawmill, store, 
and hotel four miles south of Winlock. 

In 1884, the railroad agent in Winlock was B. L. Pearson. 

In 1884, N. Mallett had a stage line that ran from Winlock to Toledo. From 
Toledo, people had access to Portland via the Cowlitz River steamboats. A 
round trip fare from Toledo to Portland sold for $2.50. Freight for Portland 
was carried at the rate of $30 a ton. 

In 1884, Rowland Smith disposed of his share in the saw mill to A. J. 
Rhoades. 

In 1884, the Winlock saw mill, A. J. Rhoades & Co., was busy sawing and 
shipping timber for the Olequa trestle. 

Sam Henry Mountain is the highest of the hills west of Winlock at 1,512 
feet. It was named after the first superintendent of the Northern Pacific 
Railway in charge of the railroad out of Kalama to Tacoma. Every fall the 
Cowlitz Indians from the prairies would go to Sam Henry Mountain for the 
hunting season. By 1884, there were so few Cowlitz Indians left, that they 
no longer gathered at the mountain. 

In 1884, John W. Patterson, a local Methodist preacher in Winlock, 
organized two religious classes with 24 members and established several 
preaching places. 

In 1884, the Republican territorial convention, the county convention, and 
the local selection of delegates all occurred about a month earlier than the 
equivalent Democratic gatherings. No one from Winlock was nominated on 
the Republican county ticket. On the Democratic ticket, Winlock resident 
Dr. Whiteside was nominated for representative, H. C. Griffith for Sheriff, 



and C. C. Pagett for Coroner. 

In January 1884, the population of Winlock was less than 100 people. It 
would soon attract many immigrants from Finland, Germany, and Sweden, 
as well as settlers from the South, such as from Tennessee and North 
Carolina. 

On January 8, 1884, a new school district, 37, was assigned in Lewis 
County. 

In April 1884, 43 members of the Wall clan, known as “the colony,” headed 
by William Bryson Wall (1821-1904) and Louisa C. Hudson Wall, arrived in 
Kalma, Washington Territory, from Parrottsville (near Newport), Cocke 
County, Tennessee via rail. Arriving there, they found that the only hotel in 
town had burned to the ground. William Bryson Wall then sought the 
advice of a conductor whose train waited for the River steamer. This 
conductor knew Mr. and Mrs. Dueber, so a telegraph message was sent to 
find out if they could accommodate 43 people. The reply was in the 
affirmative, so the train, which had been waiting all this time, loaded their 
goods and took them to Winlock. 

The Wall clan that moved to Winlock in 1884 may have included William 
Bryson Wall and his wife Louisa C. Hudson Wall, Mary E Wall and her 
husband Jack Blanchard, Nancy Emma Wall McCracken and her husband 
D.L. McCracken, Hattie Easterly Wall, Susan Jane Wall, the Estes family, 
George P Wall, William Jesse Wall and his wife Sallie McCurly Wall, Jesse 
Edgar Wall, Millard Wall, J. Walter Wall and his wife Florence Talley Wall, 
Nannie Brandice Wall, Willard Wall, and Charles Wall. 

On April 25, 1884, the Wall family rented the full upstairs of one of Mr. 
George Dueber's buildings in Winlock. They rented the hotel for a month. 
The big family cooked and slept under the same roof. They then decided to 
go up to the Big Bottom Valley (the rural area surrounding the town now 
known as Randle). After that, they went to the Buckhorn Hills. It was some 
of the worst homesteads in the state. 

On May 16, 1884, there was an order to re-survey “the road from Winlock to 
Cowlitz Prairie known in the road records of the county as the road from 
Wheeler’s camp on the Northern Pacific Railroad into Townsite 12, Sec 28 
N, R 2 W to Cowlitz Prairie...” 

In April 1884, the district Lodge of Good Templars comprising Lewis and 
Cowlitz Counties convened at Winlock. 

On July 4, 1884, a large Fourth of July celebration was held in Winlock. 



The Wall family took part with a picnic in the grove, swings in the trees, and 
a dance later in the Colony’s quarters with Colony-provided music. The 
celebration attracted about 500 people. 

Here is the Bee newspaper account of the July 4 celebration: 

Winlock, Washington Territory, July 7 th , 1884 - The Glorious Fourth has 
passed, and we celebrated by meeting at the school-house according to 
previous notice, and there forming a procession marched under the 
guidance of our very efficient Marshall, F. Gunder, to the Picnic Grounds, 
distant about 300 yards, in a cool and shady grove, where a stand and seats 
had been arranged. The Glee Club rendered the ‘'Patriotic Glee ” in a 
manner that interested as well as pleased all present; after which prayer by 
the Rev. Patterson, then song “America, ” then reading of Declaration after 
which “Hark The Song of Jubilee” was sung. The Oration followed, which 
seemed to amuse, if not to edify the company. After the oration, was a song, 
“The Picnic, ” which put all in a humor to open their baskets, and without 
boasting, the writer will say for one that there may have been other places, 
costlier dinners, but none more enjoyed. And in this respect I think the 
ladies of Winlock know exactly how to please. After dinner there was a 
song, “Pass Along the Watchword, ” by Mrs. Metz’s class of 12 young 
ladies, which was well rendered, then a song by Mrs. Gunder’s class of 15 
little girls which was a credit to the teacher. W. T. Byham, the Sunday 
School supt., made an address to the young folks of his school and 
neighborhood. Then we were treated to a jig performed by Mr. Gunder’s 
baby, which was very gracefully, as well as creditably performed, which 
reminded all present of the poetry “You’d scarce expect one of my age to 
dance a jig upon a public stage, ” and indeed it is doubtful if there was 
another in the whole assembly, of her age, what would have performed at 
all. There were races, but I did not learn who were the victors or who won 
the prizes. Then came the crowning exercise of the day, “A Grand Ball. ” 
There were 32 couples. Miss Florence Wall presided at the organ, and W. 

B. Estes played the violin. Those who “paid the fiddler” say that the music 
and the ball would be hard to beat. The dancing was kept up till the small 
hours of the next day. 

In July 1884, a road from Winlock to Toledo was pronounced in good 
condition. In the winter, it was virtually impassible. 

In the summer of 1884, Miss Maggie Crawford taught school in Winlock. It 
was a summer school and some 40 pupils attended. 

In August 1884, the crop on Cowlitz Prairie was estimated at 50,000 



bushels. 


On September 1, 1884, Winlock's first church, a Methodist church, was 
established and has functioned continuously ever since. The charter 
members were Mr. and Mrs. William J. Byham, Mr. and Mrs. Levi Rose 
(parents of Mrs. Charles McNelly), Mr. and Mrs. Henry Metz (1844-1915), 
Mrs. A.J. Rhoades, Mr. and Mrs. Bryson Wall, and Mr. and Mrs. Willard 
Wall. The first few meetings were held in the home of Bryson Wall (1821- 
1904). The Methodist Sunday School was established shortly after the 
church was founded, with Henry Metz as Superintendent. 

The early Methodist pastors were: 

Rev. John W. Patterson, 1884 
Mr. David Motter, 1886 
Rev Hackett, 1887 
Rev. A.H. Marsh, 1888 
W.M. Ludwick, 1890 
Rev. R.A. Atkins 1892 
Rev. W.H. Wilson, 1893 
Rev. S.P. Brokaw, 1894 
Rev. G.G. Ferguson, 1895 
Rev. R. Benjamin, 1896 
Rev G.G. Ferguson, 1897 
Rev. W.M. Ludwick, 1898 
Rev. E.L. Hughes, 1901 
Rev. J.W. Williams, 1902 
Rev. T.H. Downs, 1903 
Rev. J.F. Redfern, 1905 
Rev. J. Fletcher Long, 1908 

In the fall of 1884 the Lodge of Good Templars had a membership drive in 
Winlock. In July, 1884 the membership was 60. In September it was 75. 

On October 12, 1884, Elmer Cleveland Flesher (1884-1960) was born in 
Winlock. He was the son of Jack Flesher and Nancy Broshears. 

In 1885, the population of Winlock was only 100. 

In 1885, Peter Koontz took over the 7-mile stage line from Winlock to 
Toledo. 

In 1885, the railroad agent in Winlock was W. Brockway. 

By 1885, Winlock had a general merchandise store kept by J. A. Creswell; 
one stove and tin store; one blacksmith shop (Mr. Nealy); one large saw mill 



(Roades); on saloon (Bernstein’s); two hotels (Dueber’s Railroad House and 
Barrington’s Winlock Hotel); one physician; one shoemaker; and several 
mechanics of different classes. 

Many of the merchandisers had sidelines. For example, J. A. Creswell had 
the Wells Fargo agency and W. T. Byham sold Singer sewing machines. 

In 1885, Miss Mattie Vanice (later Mrs. Snodgrass) taught school in 
Winlock. 

In 1885, Andrew Johnson, a pioneer, came to Winlock. He started a ship 
knee business for wooden ships. He later married Mattie Teague. 

In April, 1885 a district lodge convened in Winlock. There were donations 
to the International Order of Good Templars (IOGT). Contributors included 
E. McClure, Theodore McFadden, E.E. McFadden, Charles and William 
Snodgrass, S.H. Berry, the Champ family, C.C. Pagett, J. Cresswell, J. 
Patterson, H. Metz, C. Knowls, Walter Nevil, F. Lewis, W. Gossell, F. 
Rohdes, A. Ball, J. Champ, etc. 

On June 6, 1885, the Masonic Lodge No. 47 was organized. William Champ 
was the first Master. He was also the founder of the Mt. Moriah #11 Lodge 
and Chehalis #27 Lodge. Other Winlock Masonic members were R.G. 
Sands, C.A. Burchard, Henry Metz, William Boone, S.L. Ferrier. They met 
in the Good Templar Hall until 1891. On June 20, 1885, the International 
order of Odd Fellows (IOOF), Lodge #36 was organized. The first officers 
were Francis Gunder (1835-1901), W.T. Byham, and H.C. Griffith. 

In June 1885, a bridge was completed over the Olequa Creek in Winlock, 
completed by J. O. Patterson, contractor. 

In July 1885, the capacity of the saw mill was about 12,000 feet per day. 
Twenty-two men were employed cutting lumber mostly destined for the 
railroad. The saws were on the first floor and the planning and matching 
machines were on the lower one. 

On July 4, 1885, 100 folks from Winlock, including its 16-piece cornet brass 
band, attend the Fourth of July celebration at Centralia. Drawing a crowd of 
2,000 people, the all-day celebration, complete with parade, pageant, 
speaking and picnic, featured an address by Watson Squire, Washington 
Territorial Governor. Dr. Pagett of Winlock was one of the four toasters. 

In August 1885, the Northern Pacific Railway placed an order for 30,000 
ties. The order for 15,000 ties went to Rhoades and Co., 10,000 ties went to 
George Dueber, and 5,000 ties went to unnamed parties. Later in the month, 
34 men were working on the Rhoades tie order. 



In 1885, the yield of crops in the Cowlitz prairie was reported at 125,000 
bushels. 

In 1885, Rufus T. Siler (1837-1937 ) moved near Winlock from Tennessee. 
He secured 145 acres in the Big Bottom Country. 

In 1885, Charles Leonard came to Winlock. He later built, owned, and 
operated the Winlock Water Company, until it was sold to the City of 
Winlock in 1955. He built the buildings on First Street, including the old 
fire hall, in 1912. 

In 1885, the Good Templar Hall was constructed, which was scheduled for 
occupancy by January 1, 1886. 

In 1885, there was a Methodist Society in Winlock. They purchased a lot 
from Dr. Pagett at the north end of town. 

In 1885, the first newspaper to appear in Winlock was called Screw Driver, 
edited by H. C. Griffith. It did not remain log. 

In September, 1885, M.M. Lewis preached the first Baptist sermon in 
Winlock. 

On December 15, 1885, McClure’s Addition was platted and notarized by J. 
Byham, the Notary Public of Washington Territory. 

In 1886, the Saint Urban School was established. Saint Urban is an 
unincorporated community 3 miles northeast of Winlock. It came about as 
German and Swiss immigrants settled here in the 1880s. 

In 1886, a post office called Ethel was established in east Lewis County. 

In 1886, George Dueber established a butcher shop in Winlock. Later in the 
year, he opened up a dmg store. 

In 1886, W. E. Ball and Sands constructed a shingle mill with an estimated 
capacity of 25,000 per day. 

In 1886, 4,500 telegraph poles were shipped out of Winlock, supplied by H. 
C. Griffith and others. 

In 1886, E. L. Finch started a sash and door factory in Winlock. 

By 1886, only 13 lots were sold in Winlock. There were 3 grocery stores, 1 
hardware store, 1 general merchandise, 1 meat market, 3 blacksmith shops, 1 
millinery, 1 saloon, 2 hotels, and 1 dmg store. There were also 2 ministers, 1 
lawyer, 1 shoemaker, and 1 doctor. A little saw mill had been operating. 

In 1886 the Backman (Oscar and Clara) family settled in Winlock with a 
donation land claim. The family originated in Russia and Sweden, then came 



west to Portland in 1884 before settling in Winlock. 

In 1886, Samuel B. Darrah (1836-1890) settled in Winlock from 
Pennsylvania. 

In 1886, James G. Thacker and family settled in Winlock from Tennessee. 

In 1886, the Hancock Home, located at 702 S.E. Front Street, was built. 

In 1886, Randle was founded and named for James Randle of the Randle 
Lumber Company. 

In 1886, Cora, in Lewis County, was founded. It was named after Cora 
Davis, a first settler. 

In February 1886, the Baptist church was organized by Marion M. Lewis, a 
school teacher in Winlock. There were eight charter members in the Baptist 
church. After a few months, they secured the services of Rev. Pulliam of 
Western North Carolina. 

On July 9, 1886, Frank Owen started a weekly (Friday) newspaper in Toledo 
called The Cowlitz River Pilot. It was Toledo’s first newspaper that 
provided news of the community of 150 residents. A year’s subscription 
was $1. Owen later moved to Winlock in 1888. 

In August 1886, a territorial representative was to be elected. The Winlock 
and Cowlitz precincts held their convention early in August and instructed 
their representatives to vote for Charles Stewart Voorhees (1853-1909), who 
lived in Chehalis, 18 miles away. Voorhees spoke in Winlock on October 7, 
1886. Winlock also scheduled a joint discussion between J. C. McFadden 
and J. W. Robinson, candidates for prosecuting attorney. 

Winlock delegates to the Democratic county convention were H. C. Griffith, 
Walter C. Nevill, R. Smith, T. S. Harrington, Dr. Whiteside, and H. A. 

Smith. Winlock delegates to the Republican country convention were W. R. 
Carr, Harry Barryhill, and F. M. Lewis. 

In the election, Republicans took most of the offices. David Motter, 
Democrat of Winlock, was defeated for Representative to the Territorial 
Legislature. Democrats Berry and Vanice were elected as County Auditor. 
Mattie E. Vanice was elected County School Superintendent by a vote of 
843 to 841. 

In 1886, Mattie Vanice ran for office of County Superintendent of Schools. 
She was elected to become one of the 15 women county superintendents in 
the Territory of Washington at the time. While in office, she maintained her 
headquarters at Winlock. 



In September 1886, the Siler brothers erected a new general store building 
buying the stock of John Everett of Napavine. 

On September 24, 1886, James Walter Wall (1859-1886) died of meningitis 
in Winlock. 

By 1887, the population of Winlock was about 250 people. Twenty new 
buildings had been built, including nine tenant houses. To the school had 
been added a 10-foot addition on the east end and a second story to 
accommodate 160 pupils. A joint stock company was building a large 
warehouse north of the railroad depot. Adams and Chrisenberry had 
established a feed and livery stable as well as operating the Toledo stage line 
and securing a farm machinery agency. The Leonard brothers had 
established a general merchandise store. Dr. Whiteside sold 24 lots in one 
week. 

In 1887, the U. S. Fish Commissioners, traveling with a carload of German 
carp, furnished some to Samuel C. Herren for distribution. 

In 1887 more new settlers came into Winlock than to any other town in 
Southwest Washington. Several did prospecting around Sam Henry 
Mountain, and up the East fork of the Olequa Creek. A little gold was found 
up the East fork of the Olequa. There were 20 new buildings built in 1887, 
including an addition to the school. 

First land additions to Winlock were E.P. McClure (1887), Jack Nealy 
(1887), J.A. Adams (1888), Ivestors (1890), August Mayers (1890), Smith, 
Hinings, Harts (1891), Mallorys (1891). William Warne came to Winlock 
and built a home on the bank of the Olequa creek. He started the first 
commercial poultry business. 

1887 saw the earliest arrivals of the Bukovina Germans in Lewis County. 
The earliest family was Jacob and Regina (Sobolka) Ast. Other Bukovina 
Germans arrived in Lewis County, including Adam and Marianna 
(Boehmer) Huber Roos, Johann and Elizabeth (Ast) Roos, Antone Roos, 
Franz Roos, Katharina Roos, and Dorothea Roos. 

In 1887, Rufus and Matilda Hendersen came to Lewis County from 
Tennessee. William and Rhoda (McGill) Cunningham came to Lewis 
County at this time. 

In 1887, the Northern Pacific Railroad completed the line over the Cascades, 
and into Seattle, thus completing their trans-continental line. 

In 1887, F. M. Hall opened the first hardware store in Winlock. 

In 1887, Dr. C.C. Pagett had decided to retire. He sold his stock of goods to 



John Adams. 


In 1887, Miss Sadie Smith, daughter of R. Smith, was appointed to the 
Territorial University by the Hon. W. T. Forrest. 

In 1887, R. T. Siler established a post office and was the postmaster in 
Vance. Vance was the first post office east of Mossy Rock in Lewis County. 

In 1887 there was the Lewis County Territorial Census. There were eight 
Wall family members on the list: W. B. Wall, L. C. Wall, W. J. Wall, S. D. 
Wall, Millard Wall, Edw Wall, Hugh Wall, and Chas Wall. 

In 1887, Mr. Waine of Winlock started selling eggs to railroad crews. 

In January 1887, R. S. Richards delivered five of his patent washing 
machines in Winlock. 

On Feb 11, 1887 David G. Ainslie (1865-1948) established a post office 1.5 
miles south of Winlock. The town of Ainslie formed, operated by the Ainslie 
Lumber Company. The post office was discontinued in 1897. 

On March 27, 1887 Florence Talley Wall (1867-1937) married Theodore F. 
McFadden in Winlock. She had been married to James Walter Wall (1859- 
1886), who died of meningitis on September 24, 1886 in Winlock. 

On March 28, 1887, 68 immigrants arrived in Winlock, most of whom were 
Baptists. They later separated and settled in different sections around 
Winlock. The settlers mostly came from Tennessee and North Carolina. 
Winlock had received more immigrants than any other town in Lewis 
County. 

In April 1887, Dr. Hugh P. Whiteside (1853-1903) bought a tract of land 
from Jack Nealy, in the southwest part of town and platted the first residence 
addition to the town. 

In May 1887, the first telephone system, between Winlock and Toledo, was 
installed by Dr. J.H. Hepburn. Hepburn was a graduate of Yale Scientific 
School and of the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia. 

On July 4, 1887, Winlock again played host to the Fourth of July 
Celebration to an estimated 1,000 people. They marched to the grove 
southeast of the town to hold the celebration, where the principal orator was 
Harry S. Herren of Winlock. The Declaration of Independence was read by 
Maggie Crawford, a choir sang, a ballgame was played, there were several 
contests, and a balloon ascension were scheduled for the afternoon, topped 
off with fireworks and a dance in the evening. 

On Aug 7, 1887, Connie Cullen Wall (1887-1972) was born on Buckhorn 



Ridge near Winlock. 

In October 1887, Jack Nealy platted an addition on the west side of the 
Olequa Creek. In 1889, he platted a second addition and in 1891 a third 
addition. 

On Nov 15, 1887, the Methodist church bought two lots from J.S. Nealy and 
started construction of a church. 

In the winter of 1887, the Winlock dam to the saw mill washed out twice. 
Many of the townspeople turned out to repair it. 

In 1888, Frank Owen, editor of the Cowlitz River Pilot newspaper, moved to 
Winlock. He changed the masthead to the Winlock Pilot. 

In 1888, construction began on the Baptist church, which was completed in 
January 1889. It was used until 1936. 

In 1888, Ole Hong started the first photograph gallery. He operated it until 
1902, when he sold the gallery to Mrs. George Hall. 

In 1888, Frank Jones was born in Winlock. His parents, Gabriel and Julia, 
came from Nebraska in 1882. 

In 1888, a Church of Christ, commonly called the Christian Church, was 
organized in Winlock by James S. McCallum. They built a two story 
building the next year on the corner of Church and SE 2 nd Street. Reverend 
Fuller was their first pastor. The church disbanded in 1909. 

In 1888, John Allen (Jack) Veness (1847-1925) and his wife, Augusta 
(Gussie), arrived in Winlock from Oregon and started a lumber mill 
industry. He arrived on a Northern Pacific Railroad passenger car. He was 
accompanied by his brother, George, and his wife, Jeanne Keithley. 

In 1888, J.A. Adams platted Adams Addition, and in 1890 Ivesters Addition. 

In 1888, a grain warehouse was built for the accommodations of farmers. 

In 1888, Winlock was a village of less than 150 persons. The biggest 
structures were the Northern Pacific Railroad station and a large barn for 
mill oxen. 

In May, 1888, Joseph and Margaret (Laymance) Snow traveled to 
Washington from their native Morgan County, Tennessee. They came with 
their seven children. Also from Morgan County came James H. and Harriet 
(Alley) McGill, Jr. James McGill and Rhoda McGill Cunningham were 
brother and sister. 

On May 9, 1888 James McGill and William Cunningham filed for 



homesteads in Lewis County (4 miles southwest of Winlock) near a 
community called Ainslie. Tom Toy and Doc Cams also came in 1888. 

On July 4, 1888, Winlock joined a crowd of 4,000 at Chehalis for the Fourth 
of July celebration. 

On August 26, 1888, the Methodist Church in Winlock was completed. The 
Presiding Elder was H.D. Brown and they raised $5000 on the day of 
dedication. A parsonage was also erected. The lots were donated by Mrs. 

A. Prescott. 

In October 1888, the Nugget newspaper, owned by a Republican, opposed 
votes for women. Frank Own of Winlock’s newly acquired newspaper, the 
Pilot, appealed for women’s votes. 

In 1889, the Ainslie school district #47 was established. The Ainslie school 
was first established on what is now the Haapala property. 

In 1889, J. R. Buxton (1850-) moved to Winlock. He was an attorney. 

In 1889, Samuel C. Herren (1856-1929) was the first mayor. 

Winlock Mayors were: 

Samuel C. Herren, 1889-1891 

C.T. Hall, 1891 

Frank J. Shields, 1892 

J.P. Ellis, 1893 

Roland Smith, 1893-1894 

Ole Rosten, 1895-97 

A.B. Kennedy, 1898-1899 

George P. Wall, 1900-1902 

William Fowler, 1903 

J.A. Veness, 1904-1926 

C.C. Wall, 1926-1951 (25 years) 

Virgil Otis Harkins, 1951 

Laurel Gibbs, 1960-1962 

Ken Crocker, 1989-1992 

Don Bradshaw, 1992-1996, 2000-2004 

Bob Brosey, 1997-2000 

Marvin “Cy” Meyers, 2004-2009 (born in 1925) 

Glen Cook, 2009-2013 
Lonnie Dowell, 2014 


In 1889 Mr. Owen sold his newspaper, the Pilot, to C.E. Cassel. Succeeding 
owners have been: J.R. Buxton (1890), W.B. Phillips (1897), C.E. Leonard 



(1900), G.I. Brooks (1901), C.H. Williams (1903), Harry Malone (1903), I. 
Rosenthal (1904), J.D. Quillen (1905). 


In 1889, Rice & Campbell came in and started the first bank. 

In 1889, E.A. Andrews came to Winlock from Kansas and started a mill. 

In 1889, the first commercial strawberries were grown by Julius Krebs. 

In 1889 there was the Lewis County Territorial Census. Centralia's 
population went from 700 in 1888 to 3,200 in 1889. 8,234 individuals were 
enumerated in this census. There were six Wall names in this 1889 census 
(Bryan, Sarah, Edward, Hugh, Canney, and M.F. Wall). 

In 1889 a sawmill was constructed 1.5 miles south of Winlock on State 
Route (SR) 603. The town was called Meneffe after L. B. Menefee, who 
constructed a sawmill. 

In 1889, a post office called Wildwood was established, and remained in 
operation until 1930. 

In 1889, Mallory’s Addition was platted. 

In 1889, the Herrington family moved to Winlock from Illinois. 

In 1889, the first governor of the state of Washington was Elisha P. Ferry 
(1825-1895). 

In 1889, none of the Winlock Democratic candidates carried the election. S. 
H. Berry ran for senator. W. V. Bennett and Y. L. Hale ran for 
representatives. 

In 1889, Samuel C. Herren, a practicing lawyer who had come to Winlock 
from North Carolina, introduced a bill calling for an appropriation of 
$75,000 for the establishment of a state reform school in Lewis County. 
While not passed in its entirety, a sum of money was appropriated for which 
the boys’ reform school located at Chehalis was established. 

In 1889, the Centralia Chronicle newspaper was published in Centralia. 

In January 1889, the women’s suffrage law was passed by the territorial 
legislature, to be later declared beyond the power of the territorial legislature 
to enact. 

In January 1889, the construction of the Baptist church was completed. Rev. 
J.M. Haskell was the pastor at the Baptist church. He was succeeded by 
Rev. Mark Noble in 1891. 

In February 1889, The Winlock Loan and Building Association was 



incorporated with a capital stock of $100,000 (over $2.5 million in today’s 
currency). 

On February 22, 1889, on Washington’s birthday, Congress ratified the 
provision that had been made for the admission of Washington Territory into 
the family of states. President Grover Cleveland (1837-1908) signed the 
document with a quill that was taken from the wing of an American eagle. 

On April 15, 1889, the Christian Fellowship of Winlock was established. 

In June, 1889, the John Adams House was built and completed on lots 5 and 
6, 3 and 4 of Block 3 in the McClure’s Addition. Adams had purchased the 
property from McClure for $100. 

In July 1889, 143 students were reported in attendance at the Winlock school 
house. The school house was later destroyed by fire. A new school building 
was built across the creek on the hill west of town. 

On July 4, 1889, Winlock was one of five towns in the county that staged a 
Fourth of July celebration. Samuel C. Herren was the orator of the day. At 
2:30 pm a football game was played between the Winlock and Chehalis 
teams. Chehalis won the football game. Another event of the afternoon was 
a horse race. 

The Constitutional Convention of the Territory of Washington met at 
Olympia on July 4, 1889 to form a constitution for the proposed new state. 
The convention was composed of 75 members. The convention adjourned 
on August 23, 1889, having been in session for 50 days. 

In July 1889, Colbath and Son from Salem, Oregon, established a sash, door 
and blind factory in Winlock. 

On November 11, 1889 Washington became the 42nd state. The original 
name Columbia was changed because Congress thought that the name 
Columbia might be confused with the preexisting District of Columbia (now 
Washington is confused with the name Washington D.C.). Two other states 
considered the name Washington, but decided against it - Minnesota and 
Mississippi. 

The admission of Washington State also commemorated the centennial 
celebration of George Washington’s inauguration. 

The state of Washington is 68,129 square miles, making it the 20 th largest 
state. 

In December 1889, Frank Owen purchased the Nugget newspaper, to be 
published as an independent paper. 



In 1890, the Winlock school (District #19), in the middle of town, had over 
140 students. By this time, they realized that it was a mistake to have the 
school right in the center of town, and began to think and plan on another 
location on which to build. 

In 1890, a major fire destroyed the whole business district in Winlock. The 
city hall burned down and all city records were destroyed. 

In 1890, the Christian Science church was organized and held their meeting 
in the old I.O.O.F. hall. 

In 1890 a post office was established 20 miles east of Winlock on the 
Cowlitz River. Its first postmaster was H. T. Mayfield. The town was named 
Mayfield in May, 1895. 

In 1890, a post office was established at Cora. It remained in operation until 
1908. 

In 1890, a lumber town spring up between Doty and Adna in Lewis County. 
The name Dryad was given by Northern Pacific Railway officials at the 
suggestion of William C. Albee, who was superintendent of the Pacific 
Division of the Northern Pacific. In mythology, a dryad was a wood nymph. 

In 1890, a post office called Swofford was established, and remained in 
operation until 1922. The community was named after T. F. Swofford, who 
was credited with securing a post office for the town. 

In 1890, the Union Pacific Railroad started to build from Portland to Seattle. 
They had the right of way all bought, and the road bed well under way when 
the panic of 1893 stopped all construction. Construction was not started 
again until 1909. 

In 1890, David Ainslie sold his property to the Ainslie Lumber Company, 
which established a mill and town in the area. 

In 1890, Jack Veness bought out Furber and the mill became known as 
Prescott, Veness & Company. 

In 1890, Winlock succeeded in having the location of the county seat placed 
on the ballot by virtue of her size and other reasons. Winlock claimed a 
more central location, service to outlying post offices, and a willingness to 
subscribe to the building of a courthouse. In 1890, the population of 
Winlock was 877 while Chehalis has a population of 1157. However, the 
election did not change the county seat. 

In 1890, George Dysart was elected Representative from Lewis County to 
the Washington State Legislature. He served as Police Judge, County 



Justice of the Peace, and Deputy County Assessor. 

On May 7, 1890, Winlock was reorganized and incorporated. 

On June 7, 1890, a post office operated 7 miles north of Napavine and called 
Agate. It was named for the abundant agate stones in the area. 

On June 22, 1890, Fannie Lee Wall (1890-1985) was born in Winlock. 

In August, 1890, August Mayers platted Mayers Addition. 

In 1891, a new school was built on an acre of land donated by Jack Nealy. It 
was a large two story building, with four large rooms downstairs and four 
rooms upstairs. There was no high school course until 1896. Teachers 
included Mr. Eddy as Principal, George I. Brooks, Sadie Smith, and Jennie 
Sargent. Mr. Eddy got $40 per month as Principal, and the other got $30 per 
month. 

In 1891, the town council asked city attorney, J.R. Buxton, to see if the town 
was incorporated. City administration was: Mayor C.T. flail, Marshall F.M. 
Lewis, Treasurer Charles W. Whisler, Police Judge Maurice Langhorne, 

City Clerk William Jesse Wall (1854-1910), City Attorney J.R. Buxton, 
councilmen C.R. Hadley, G.W. Skinner, H.P. Whiteside, E.E. McFadden, 
and L.F. Furber. 

In 1891, Smith Addition, Hinings Addition, and Harts Addition were platted. 

In 1891, C. A. Doty married Wilhelmine Gruber in Winlock. 

In 1891, C. D. Powell, a dentist, arrived in Winlock and stayed a few years 
before moving to Chehalis. 

In February 1891, the Church of Christ bought a lot and built a large two 
story building, leasing the upper story to the Masonic Lodge. 

On July 2, 1891 Joseph and Margaret Snow applied for a homestead in 
Winlock. They established their home in the area now known as Brenseon’s 
Hollow. 

On August 15, 1891, the Assumption Catholic Church (later called St. 

Urban) was dedicated. It is located on the corner of Sargent Rd and Military 
Rd between Winlock and Napavine. A cemetery was also created behind the 
church. 

On December 6, 1891, the Lutheran Church in Winlock was started by Rev. 
L. Schuk. 


In 1892 the Lost Valley School in Boistfort School District was established. 



This was established by and for the Bukovina Germans. School teachers 
were required to speak and write both German and English. 

In 1892, Jack Veness bought out A. L. Prescott to become sole owner of the 
largest mill in Winlock. It was now known as the J.A. Veness Lumber 
Company. Veness was one of the first to install steam-driven engines to 
move the logs and power mill machinery. He also installed an electric 
dynamo to light the mill and its sheds. 

In 1892, there were 2,618 miles of railroad in Washington. 

In 1892, the first burial occurred at the Snow Cemetery (also known as 
Brensons Cemetery). The cemetery is on Chaufty Road, 3 miles west of 
Winlock, on the bank of Snow Creek and Chaufty Homestead. It was 
deeded as a private cemetery on April 3, 1908. 

In 1892 a state census of Lewis County was performed. 

In 1892, H.H. Latland started a general merchandise store. 

In 1892, Tom Lynch was the first Black settler in the area. He bought 80 
acres of land from the Northern Pacific Railroad. 

In 1892, the Peoples Advocate weekly newspaper was published in Chehalis 
until 1902, when it became the Lewis County Advocate. 

On June 30, 1892, a fire department was established. It was disbanded in 
1894. 

On October 10, 1892, Toledo was officially incorporated. Toledo was 
named by Celeste Rochon after a pioneer side wheel paddle steamer, called 
the Toledo, operated by Captain Oren Kellogg of the Kellogg Transportation 
Company. The steamship traveled the Cowlitz River and was in operation 
for 13 years. 

On November 14, 1892, Walter William Wall (1892-1953) was born in 
Winlock. 

In 1893, the financial Panic of 1893 and depression occurred. It led to 
economic decline. Railroad stocks collapsed. In Lewis County, railway and 
mill closures resulted in huge numbers of unemployed men, as much as 25% 
of the workforce. 

In 1893, David Ainslie expanded his operation, financing a sawmill, a hotel, 
several miles of railroad track, and a store, all on credit from a Portland, 
Oregon bank. The Oregon bank was about to open a branch office there 
when the Panic of 1893 struck. The bank called the load and the boomtown 
of Ainslie vanished practically overnight. 



In 1893, the first Fir Street Bridge was built. 

In 1893, William Jesse Wall (1854-1910) and George P. Wall (1850-1924) 
started a hardware and furniture store. In 1898 they sold out to Sam 
Cavanaugh (Cavanaugh S & Co.) 

In 1893, John Baptiste Aschenbrenner moved to Winlock. 

In 1893, the Great Northern Railroad was completed. 

In 1893, Wallace C. Yeomans established the Yeomans Lumber Company in 
Pe Ell. 

In 1894, a Catholic church was built in the St. Urban district. 

In 1894, the Home Missionary Society of the Methodist church bought a 
tract of land from Mr. J.V. Warne, and built a large three story building for 
an orphan's home. It was named Mothers Jewels Home. It closed down in 
1900, as the expense of operating it was more than they could handle at that 
time. 

In 1894 the Centralia bank failed, taking the Winlock branch with it. 

In 1894, Ben Sorenson started a meat market in Winlock. 

In 1894, there was a big fire in Winlock that burned down many buildings. 

In 1894, the Jensen family moved to Winlock and settled on a 40-acre farm. 

In 1894, the population of Winlock reached 1,000. 

In January, 1894, the Northern Pacific Railroad printed flyers calling 
Washington State the Evergreen State and advertised “free lands for settlers, 
large areas of government lands” which had to do with homestead and other 
U.S. land laws. This advertisement explained how to qualify and obtain land 
in Washington and other northwest states. The railroad was selling land at 
$2.50 to $6 an acre. 

On November 7, 1894, Virgil Otis Harkins was born in Winlock. He was 
mayor of Winlock in the 1950s and died September 29, 1965. 

In 1895, Winlock had its first electric lights. Veness Lumber Company 
installed a dynamo at their mill. Winlock contracted with him to furnish 
electric power for city street lighting. The city ordered six, 1600 
candlepower arc lights to replace the old kerosene street lights at a cost of 
$6.00 per month. 

In 1895, F.H. Brodahl started a grocery store. 

In 1895, the first planked road was built. 



In 1895, Rev. M.W. Miller was the Baptist preacher in Winlock, which had 
62 members. 

In 1896, Winlock had its first year of a high school (Mt. St. Helens High 
School). 

In 1896, the Olympia Brewing Company began producing Olympia beer in 
Tumwater. The brewery was eventually purchased by SABMiller and 
closed on July 1, 2003. 

By 1896, the Veness mill was one of the best in the state. The mill spanned 
Olequa Creek and covered 12 acres. It cut, 100,000 feet of lumber a day. 

In 1896, a post office called Forest was established, and remained in 
operation until 1934. 

In 1897, St. Paul's Lutheran Evangical Church was established. 

In 1897, gold was also discovered in Alaska, which brought to Washington 
State thousands of prospectors to take ship for the Klondike. 

In 1897, Charles E. Leonard owned the River Pilot Newspaper which later 
became the Winlock Pilot. 

In 1897, Jack Veness partnered with his brother-in-law, Hugh Allen Baldwin 
(1869-1946), to buy the Capital Lumber Company Mill at the mill town of 
Capitola south of Winlock. The Capital mill soon became Veness plant #2. 
Capitola soon became the town of Veness. 

In 1897, the Northern Pacific Railway built a railroad depot at Pe Ell. 

In 1898, Charles Metsker was the first two year high school graduate from 
the Winlock high school. 

In 1898, Narcissa Idella Easterly Wall (1861-1942), husband of George P. 
Wall (1850-1924), opened a millinery store. 

In 1898, there was a Depression, the result of a silver panic. This caused 
many men to go to Alaska in their gold msh. Big gold msh to the Yukon in 
1898. 

In 1899, T.F. Spooner came to Winlock and bought the Jack Nealy home. 

In 1899, a post office called McCormick was established, and remained in 
operation until 1929. The community was named after H. McCormick, a 
businessperson in the lumber industry. 

In 1899, C. A. Doty and J. T. Stoddard installed a sawmill on the Willapa 
Harbor branch of the Northern Pacific Railway about 20 miles west of 
Chehalis and established a camp where the town of Doty is now located. 



In 1900, J.V. Wame bought the Mothers Jewels Home, tore it down, and 
with the material built the Commercial Hotel building. The ground floor was 
occupied by the Winlock Drug Store, a real estate office, and a funeral 
parlor. The second and third floors were devoted to the Commercial Hotel. 
This building was destroyed by fire in 1911. 

In 1900, the Christian Science church acquired the home of A.J. Rhodes, the 
mill man. 

In 1900 J.H. England walked into town with 20 cents and retired a 
millionaire from the saw mill. He managed the Grass Valley Creamery and 
founded the J.H. England Lumber Company. 

In 1900 the population of Winlock was 655 (some sources say 1,000). The 
total population in Lewis County was 15,513. There were 49 districts for the 
1900 census. 

In 1900, an electric lighting system was inaugurated in Winlock. 

In 1900, C. A. Doty built a sawmill between Dryad and Pe Ell. The 
community that sprang up around it was named after him. Doty once 
boasted the largest sawmill in Lewis County. A large flood ravaged the area 
in 2007. 

Around 1900, Lewis County newspapers began reporting on chicken raising 
in the county as some men turned their efforts to the poultry business. 

In 1900, the question of admitting lodge members to membership in the 
Winlock Lutheran Church caused a split which resulted in two Lutheran 
churches in the community, St. Paul’s and St. Peter’s. 

On November 27, 1900 Rufus Jasper Snow (1879-1957) married Louvisa 
Merila Benedict in Winlock. 

Here is a list of Winlock businesses and citizens as of 1901. 

Baxter Samuel, Propr Commercial Hotel. 

Boone Wm, dairy. 

Buege Carl, blksmith. 

Cavanaugh S & Co (Samuel Cavanaugh, George H Johnson), hardware and 
furniture. 

Chambers Charles E, r r exp and tel agt. 

Clark C M & Son (Charles M and Wesley M), shoe and harnesmkrs. 
Commercial Hotel, Samuel Baxter Propr. 

Coontz Henry, propr Winlock and Toledo Stage Line. 

Creede Mrs A L, millinery. 

Dueber George L, conf. 



Erckenbrack Philip, saloon. 

Fellows Joseph, saloon. 

Fowler John F, gen mdse. 

Gruber John F & Son (John F and Martin J), gen mdse and drugs. 

Hamilton Joel, dairy. 

Harbridge James, watchmkr. 

Harrington Theodore S, Propr Winlock Hotel. 

Henriot A B, General Store. 

Hong O K, photogr. 

James Carey E, dentist. 

Johnson Andrew, carp and railroad ties. 

Fee Charles E, barber. 

Fee Daniel, Propr Red Front Fivery, Feed and Sale Stables. 

Feonard Charles E, Winlock Pilot, Real Estate, Insurance and Notary Public. 
Meyers Andrew J, fruit grower. 

Minckler Henry, fruit grower. 

Morgan Thomas O, apiary. 

Opera Hall, Wm Fowler mngr. 

Phillips Vernon D, Editor Winlock Pilot and Justice of the Peace. 

Powell Edward, pottery. 

Prescott, Veness & Co (A F Prescott, John A Veness, Fewis I Furber), 
lumber mnfrs. 

Red Front Fivery, Feed and Sale Stable, Daniel Fee Propr. 

Rockafellow Charles A, conf. 

Rolston Ole, mason. 

Rosenthal Isaac, dry goods. 

Smith David, fruit grower. 

Smith James M, grocer. 

Sorenson Bros (Benjamin and Samuel), meats and livery. 

Thacker John G, carpenter 

Thomas & Powell (Murray Thomas, Perry A Powell), grocers. 

Uhlenhart Wm F, barber. 

Wall Mrs G P, milliner. 

Wame Joel V, dmgs. 

West Mrs Smith, carpet weaver. 

Winlock Hotel, Theodore S Harrington Propr. Opposite Depot. 

Winlock Pilot, Charles E Feonard Publisher; Vernon D Phillips, Editor. 
Winlock and Toledo Stage Fine, Henry Coontz propr. 

Woody Neil E, phys. 



In 1901, a telephone exchange was put in. 

In 1901, Alva R. Badger of Toledo developed and began manufacturing the 
St. Helens Incubator, which won several prizes in a Seattle exhibit. 

In 1901, C.F. White of Boistfort (west of Winlock) spent most of his time 
caring for 350 chickens, and they were beginning to pay their keep. 

In 1901, a post office was established in Curtis, an unincorporated 
community in Lewis County. Ben Curtis, an early postmaster, gave the 
community his name. 

In 1901 and 1902, Fred Veness was Winlock city treasurer. 

In 1902, Sam Henry school district #95 was established. This was 
consolidated with Winlock district #19 in 1910, and became known as the 
King school. 

In 1902, Snoqualmie Falls Power Company brought in power service. 

In 1902, Claquato, 3 miles west of Chehalis, was officially removed from 
the county records. It was once the biggest settlement between the 
Columbia River and Olympia. 

In 1902, the Lewis County Advocate weekly newspaper was published in 
Chehalis. It ran until 1938. 

In June 1902, came the greatest manhunt of the Northwest when Harry 
Tracy (1875-1902) and David Merrill (1870-1902) broke out of Oregon 
State Penitentiary on June 9, 1902. Tracy killed 10 men during the escape 
and while he was free. During an argument, Tracy shot Merrill to death with 
a rifle. Tracy committed suicide on August 6, 1902 in Creston, Washington 
when he was surrounded and shot in the leg. 

In September 1902, a large forest fire began near Yacolt, near Vancouver. 
Over 150,000 acres were burned. Over 30 settlers died. 

In 1903, the first Finnish settlers, Nick Kolanen, Charles Martalla, and 
Henry Pistenen, arrived in Winlock. 

In 1903, The Coast magazine wrote an article on Winlock. It stated that the 
old settlers of Winlock were: George F. Dueber, A.J. Rhodes, J.V. Wame, 
T.S. Harrington, J.P. Ellis, J.L. Gruiber, Roland Smith, and William Bryson 
Wall. 

In 1903, Charles Leonard built the Winlock Water System, considered one 
of the best water systems in the state. 

In 1903, Jack Veness ran for office as Lewis County representative on the 



Republican ticket. He won the seat and served one term. Jack served as 
mayor of Winlock, a Representative for three terms in Olympia, one in the 
House and two in the Senate. 

In 1903, a post office called Walville was established, and remained in 
operation until 1936. The community’s name is an amalgamation of 
Walworth and Neville Company. 

In 1903, the north mill in Winlock was furnishing electricity to the town, but 
anyone running electric lights after midnight was charged double. 

In 1904, the first Winlock grange to be organized was Hope Grange #155. 

On January 1, 1904, William Bryson Wall (1821-1904) died in Winlock. 

In 1904, the Steinhart Manufacturing Company was established in Winlock. 
They manufactured porch columns and cross-arms. 

In December, 1904, Jack Veness was elected mayor of Winlock, 72 votes to 
63. He also ran for office as state senator. He won this seat and served two 
terms in that office. 

In 1905, Maude F. Arct and A1 Raught (1888-1975) were the only two high 
school graduates that year. 

In 1905, Charles E. Dueber got a franchise from the town for a telephone 
system, and put in a few phones. 

In 1905, Fred Veness brought the first car into town, a 1905 Winston. 

In 1905, the St. Paul's Lutheran Church was established in Winlock, after a 
division in St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church. The two churches were 
not reunified until 1970. 

In 1905, the volume of receipts at the local railroad office was $15,373. In 
1906, it was $34,888. In 1907, it was $42,007. 

In 1905, a change of building style of homes began in Winlock. The style of 
homes was called bungalow homes and Winlock was known as “The 
Bungalow City.” 

In 1905, a creamery was established in Winlock. 

In 1905, a post office called Meskill was established, and remained in 
operation until 1920. Francis Donahue was the original owner of the site. 

In 1905, John Donahue founded the Mineral Lake Sawmill and Lumber 
Company in Mineral, Washington on property he purchased from Fred 
Naslund, Mineral Lake pioneer. The mill burned down in 1922. 

On Aug 31. 1905, Ben Merrill and Mary Wagoner were married. 



In November, 1905 Mr. A.N. Cheney came in and started the State Bank of 
Winlock. C.E. Leonard was the first depositor, with a deposit of $50.90. 

The bank had $10,000 in capital. 

In 1906, J.A. Veness bought the lots where the Methodist church stood and 
moved the church away from his saw mill because the mill presented a fire 
hazard to the church. Veness had bought complete interest in the old saw 
mill. He increased its capacity, and as a safety measure, he built a conveyor 
to convey the slabs and refuse across the creek away from the mill. But this 
brought the fire so close to the church that he had to shut down the mill 
every day, and sometimes several times in a day, to put out a fire on the 
church. 

In 1906, Winlock William Miller, Jr. was born, the grandson of William 
Winlock Miller. 

In 1906, Herman Klaber (1867-1912) bought 360 acres in Baw Faw 
(Boistfort), Lewis County to grow hops. 

In 1906, Fred Veness was appointed to the Winlock city council, but 
resigned later as he disliked politics and public attention. 

In 1906, Jack Veness sold his south mill at Veness. This was sold to a 
Centralia consortium headed by C.O. Gingrich. 

On January 12, 1906, the town now known as Vader was incorporated. It 
was first called Little Falls, then Sopenah. 

On Feb 1, 1906, rural delivery mail service was first started under John L. 
Gruber. Julius Nichols was the first rural carrier. It was a 20 mile route (by 
1950, it was 106 miles). 

In February 1906, the first service club was organized. It was called "The 
Winlock Improvement League." 

On Feb 14, 1906 Sedate W. Porter (1867-1927) founded the town of Evaline 
(named after his wife) 3 miles north of Winlock. He established a post office 
there which was discontinued in 1930. 

On March 9, 1906, Pe Ell, Washington was officially incorporated. 

In 1907, Jack Veness and his son, Fred, were thought to be selling out to 
their timber industry to the O'Connell Lumber Company. They owned the 
two largest Winlock mills (employing 250 men), two residences, 14 
cottages, store buildings, and 12 miles of logging railroad. Jack sold his 
north mill to M.T. O’Connell, owner of the O’Connell Lumber Company. 

On Dec 12, 1907, robbers hit the Winlock bank and post office. 



In 1908, a one room school was established on the Jones road, on the 
Rowland Smith property. 

In 1908 the newspaper name in Winlock was changed from Winlock Pilot to 
Winlock News. Later publishers were O.L. Isbell, M.E. Meloy, and Larry 
Alexander. 

In 1908, Frank Miller started the first laundry in Winlock. 

In 1908, Fred Veness married Nellie May Arct (1882-1918). Her father, 

Paul Robert Arct (1849-1919), was a well-known local carpenter who built 
many of the homes in Winlock. 

In 1908, a post office was established in the community now called Ceres in 
Fewis County. The post office remained in operation until 1931. The 
community was named after Ceres, the Roman goddess of agriculture. 

On June 3, 1908 George Veness (brother of Jack Veness) established a store 
and post office one mile south of Winlock and became its first postmaster. 
The town was called Veness (originally called Capitola). The post office was 
discontinued in 1912. 

In 1909, the first Catholic Church was built on the hill, near Joe Denzingers 
home. Mr. Andrew Johnson gave the bell for the first Catholic Church. 

In 1909, Mr. S.O. Oistad was hired as school Superintendent. The Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph Company took over the franchise of C.E. Dueber, 
and installed a general telephone system. 

In 1909, the Carlisle Fumber Company built a mill around the community 
now known as Onalaska. The name of the community comes from the 
poem, “The Pleasures of Hope” by Thomas Campbell. 

In July 1909, The Church of Christ disbanded. They sold their church to the 
Masonic Fodge for $200. The Masonic Fodge used it until 1918, when they 
sold it to Few Fivingston. 

In 1909, Fred Eugene Veness (1878-1953) became general manager of the J. 
A. Veness Lumber Company. 

In 1910, a bell was purchased to be used for curfew and fire alarm. 

In 1910, Sam Henry district was consolidated with Winlock district #19, and 
became known as King School. 

In 1910, Dr. W.W. Webb came to Winlock and practiced medicine until 
1937. 

In 1910, Fred Veness bought the Winlock Hotel. George Veness then leased 



if from him and he and his wife, Eva Pilington Gallagher, operated and 
managed it. 

In 1910 there were 900 acres of hops in Lewis County. By 1950 there were 
none. Prohibition killed the hops industry. 

In 1910, Joseph Aschenbrenner was in Winlock working as a logger. 

In 1910 Winlock has its first full, four-year high school, located on North 
Military Road. It mascot is the Cardinals. 

In 1910, John Marcotte, a Northern Pacific agent, moved to Winlock. In 
order to increase his commission based on the volume of freight shipped out 
of Winlock, Marcotte urged area farmers to sell him eggs, hogs, and veal. 

He then resold these items to logging camps in Gray’s Harbor county. In 
1910, the Poultry Market was $5,000 gross a year. By 1919, the industry 
was $80,000 gross a month, 

On March 4, 1910, a serious fire broke out in downtown Winlock. One 
entire business block was destroyed and a loss of $35,000. The fire started 
at 4:15 am in the rear of A. W. McFee’s butcher shop, which occupied the 
first building on the upper side of the block destroyed. McFee had just 
purchased his business the day before and carried no insurance. Winlock did 
not have adequate firefighting equipment. 

In the 1910 census, taken in April, there were 1,140 individuals from 
Winlock enumerated in the 1910 Lewis County census. The population of 
Winlock was equal to that of Chehalis. 32,885 individuals were enumerated 
for Lewis County. 

In the 1910, there were 24 Wall names in the 1910 census. 15 names resided 
in Winlock (Ada, Connie, Della, Edgar, Fannie, George, Guy, Hattie, 
Nacissus, Roy, Sallie, Sanford, Selma, Walter, and William Jesse). William 
J Wall was listed as the Justice of the Peace for Winlock. 

On June 4, 1910, William Jesse Wall (1854-1910) died in Winlock. 

On June 7, 1910, the town of Bucoda was officially incorporated. Its 
original name was “Seatco,” a native American word meaning evil spirit or 
devil. 

On July 9, 1910, James O. Backman (1910-2006) was born in Winlock to 
Oscar and Clara Backman. He later became president of the Lewis County 
Historical Society. 

On December 21, 1910, the Winlock Cemetery was created. It was formerly 
known as the Woodlawn Cemetery. It is located on Cowlitz Road, Lewis 



Country District #1. 

In 1911, the first four-year graduates were graduated. They were Georgia 
Veness, Winnifred Dove, and Ethel Warne. The school became fully 
accredited. 

In 1911, a post office called Lindberg was established, and remained in 
operation until 1925. The community was named after Gustaf Lindberg, a 
businessperson in the local logging industry. 

On the afternoon of March 21, 1911, a lamp accidently knocked over in the 
dark room of Mrs. Foyen’s photograph gallery and exploded into flames. 
Mrs. Foyen was taken from the burning building in time to save her life after 
she had fainted and was in a helpless state. The fire destroyed the harness 
shop of John Beck who saved most of his stock. Also destroyed was the 
millinery of Mrs. Wall, the barber shop of John Frodel, the saloon of Joe 
Fellows, and the Pythian restaurant operated by Charles Dean and owned by 
Mr. O’Connell. Mr. O’Connell’s residence was also destroyed. 

A second fire started at about 11 pm in the Winlock hotel. The fire began 
consuming the wood buildings along Front Street between Cedar and Pine. 
To save the Commercial Hotel and its block to the north, Jack Vaness’s 
house was dynamited just across Pine Street. This saved the hotel and the 
fire was allowed to burn itself out. The buildings damaged in the second fire 
were the D. York building, the Depot Hotel, the Whistler Grocery, and the 
railroad depot. 

At midnight, a switch engine crew saw flames in a window of the hotel and 
whistled the alarm from their locomotive. However, the Commercial Hotel 
(Winlock Hotel) building burned down, along with the entire block between 
Pine and Fir Streets. The fire then swept west across Front Street, 
consuming the Northern Pacific Railroad depot and freight sheds. The fire 
may have been arson. 

The suspects for the hotel fire were George and Eva Veness. A warrant for 
the two was sworn out. Sheriff Urquhart met the train at Castle Rock and 
arrested George and Eva, who were on their way to Portland and had left by 
train. They were returned to Winlock, then taken to jail in Chehalis. 

In December, 1911, George and Eva Veness went on trial in Chehalis for 
arson. The state alleged that Eva Veness deliberately set the fire in an 
attempt to collect $2,700 in insurance money. George Wall testified that 
when he went upstairs to try and put out the fire, he saw oil on the carpet 
from the stairs back about seven feet in a zig-zag pattern. 



The defense maintained that the fire in the hotel was the result of sparks 
from the dynamiting of the Jack Veness home across the street earlier in the 
day. After 6 hours of deliberation, Eva was acquitted and the state dropped 
all charges against George Veness. 

In March 1912, the replacement train depot was built of wood in the 
bungalow style (the building was paid by Jack Veness). When Burlington 
Northern Railroad officials were asked why the depot was not of brick as the 
other neighboring towns (Castle Rock and Kelso), they explained that the 
City of Winlock was being honored by the style of most of the homes in the 
area, which was Bungalow. Later, the service club in Winlock called 
themselves “The Bungalow City Club.” 

In 1912, Herman Klaber (1870-1912) had the largest hop field in Lewis 
County. He went to London in 1912 to sell his 1912 hop crop. He was 
returning on the Titanic when it sunk and he went down with the ship on 
April 14, 1912. He was in the Lirst Class section (ticket was $1,700 in 
today's money). His body was never recovered. 

In 1913, the high school graduates were Cyril Colbath, Emma Viste, Edgar 
Bryans, Myrtle Davis, Russell Hall, and Martha Johansen. The speaker on 
that occasion was Prof. Edmond S. Meany (1862-1935), head of the history 
department at the University of Washington. He subject on that day was 
“The Present Day in History.” 

In 1913, there were three accredited high schools in Lewis County - 
Winlock High School, Chehalis High School, and Centralia High School. 

In 1913, the King school requested that their students be brought into town 
to the main school. The directors hired two teams to haul them in and back. 
This was Winlock’s first bus service. 

In 1913, John Marcotte formed the Cowlitz Produce Company and he made 
$5,000 the first year. By 1922, he was taking in $2 million worth of 
produce, much of it in eggs. 

On March 25, 1913, the town of Sopenah was renamed Vader, after a 
German resident (and Civil War veteran) named Martin Vader. 

On June 30, 1913, Rev. Jonas M. Haskell (1836-1913), a Baptist preacher in 
Winlock, was driving a horse and wagon to Chehalis when he was struck by 
a train while crossing Grand Mound. He died of his injuries on July 3, 1913. 

On November 21, 1913, the town of Napavine was officially incorporated. 

In 1914, a fire destroyed a city block, including the laundry store. 



In 1914, the scientific method of poultry raising was brought to Winlock by 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Ewing. 

In 1915, the Torgerson (Buckhorn) school and the Marttala schools were 
established. Margaret Sargent was the first teacher. 

In 1915, J.H. England acquired the mill site which burned down on April 20, 
1951. 

In December 1915, the "Bungalow City Club" was organized. C.C. Wall was 
President and George W. Ruhl, Vice President. There were 55 members. 

In 1916, the George Chess Sawmill operated near Davis Lake in Morton 
until it burned down in 1919. 

In 1917, the south mill at Veness became the Black Diamond Lumber 
Company. It was later taken over by the Menefee Lumber Company. 

On May 16, 1917 Connie Cullen Wall (1887-1972) married Zella Verne 
Metcalf (1886-1954) in Winlock, WA. She was a school teacher. Her 
parents, Henry K Metcalf and Lunetter Ellen Robinson, were from Illinois. 
Henry Metcalf was a Methodist minister. 

On October 3, 1917, Walter William Wall (1892-1953) from Winlock 
enlisted in the Army and was part of Company B, 9 th Infantry Regiment, 2 nd 
Division of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF). 

In 1918, The Long-Bell Lumber Company, led by Robert A. Long, 
contracted with George Kessler, a city planner in St. Louis, to build a city 
that would support the two mills and lumber camps that were being 
planned. The city was Longview, the west’s first planned city. 

In 1918, The Taylor Logging and Lumber Company was founded by Gustaf 
Lindberg in Lindberg (formerly Coal Canyon), Washington. 

In 1918, C.C. Wall (1887-1972), Guy Wall (1893-1974), Roy Wall (1893- 
1980), and Sanford Wall (1896-1980), all enlisted in the Army to fight 
during World War I. 

From July 1918 to July 1919, Private First Class Walter William Wall, 
fought at the battle of Chateau-Thierry, at Soissons, Saint-Mihiel, 
Champagne, and the Argonne Forest. He was singled out for conspicuous 
bravery and received the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) and the French 
Croix de Guerre on July 18, 1918. He left France for home on Jul 23, 1919 
and the Princess Matokia and was discharged from the Army on Aug 19, 
1919 at Camp Lewis. 

The DSC is the second highest military decoration that can be awarded, 



behind the Medal of Honor. The Croix de Guerre was France’s highest 
World War I Valor decoration. 

The DSC citation for Private Walter William Wall read that on July 18, 

1918, after 12 hours of hard fighting near Soissons, France, he volunteered 
to cross the shell-swept territory for water. Other men attempting to make 
similar trips in the same vicinity were either killed or wounded. After several 
hours, he was able to return with canteens filled with water. He was in 
Company B, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Division, (source: Heroes All by 
Harry Stringer, 1919, p. 403) 

Men from Winlock that entered the military service during World War I 
included Daniel and Oscar and Thomas Anderson, Homer Arct, Lacy 
Arnold, Ernest Baldwin, Martin Ballisbach, Frank and J.R. Bickell, Albert 
Blum, John Bonat, William Boone, Joe Bremgartner, Charles Bums, Amos 
Burrows, Clarence and Earl Champ, William Chezek, C.L. Conrac, James 
and Chris and Nels Conradi, George and Thomas Crocker, Sam Curtis, J.D. 
Custer, Charles Rowland Darrah, Sgt. Davis (deceased serviceman), 

Nicholas A. Dichter (wounded severely), Nick Diester, Frank and August 
Faith, Charles Fisher, Herbert and Victor Gaume (died of wounds), William 
Gibson, Jacob and Joe Giebel, James Gray, F.C. Grove, Edward Hale, 
Helmer Haloner, Virgil Harkins, Henry Hendrickson, Floyd and Stanley 
Henriot, Ed and William Hickey, Emil Hofman, Hans Issaacson, Everett 
Jackson, Edgar Johnson, Godfrey Kalista, Reuben Kiethley, Alphons 
Lachine, Bennie Lamb, Phillip Large, Walter Laughlin, Clyde Leathers, Gus 
Lehto, Charles and Herbert and Theodore Leonard, A.C. Livingston, James 
A. Marcotte (died), Waino Maryslla, William McFadden, Emmett McKay, 
Joseph McLeod, Frank and Gustav Minckler, J.W. Minton, Edwin Moe, R.F. 
Munday, Max Peterson, John Randles, Van Rarey, Max Reidl, Herman 
Rhodes, Joe Richmond, Buford Ray Rockafellow (killed in action), Frank 
Roppert, Thomas Roppert (killed in action),Frank Rowling, Albert Rudolph, 
Paul and Wallace Ruff, Elias Sareault, John Schelko, J.E. Sears, Leo Seifert, 
Vernon Sheaf, Matthew Silta, Henry Lee Smith, John Sommers, Chris 
Spindle, Fred Steinhart, Carl W. Strand (wounded), Charles and Lewis 
Sturza, Joseph and Walter Toy (1863-1926), John Twohinen, Harold 
Varney, Emerson West, Dale Whisler. C.C. Wall, Guy Wall, Roy Wall, 
Sanford Wall, Walter William Wall, and Frank A. York (wounded severely). 

In 1918, Robert A. Long decided to move his timber operations, the Long- 
Bell Lumber Company, from Missouri to the west coast. 

In 1919, the school directors leased the Winlock Amateur Athletic Club 
(WAAC) for athletic facilities. This building was later occupied by Erving’s 



Hatchery. 

In 1919, John Marcott shipped the first railroad-car load of eggs to the east 
coast. 

In 1919, the Hill Logging Company saw mill burned down in Bunker. 

On October 25, 1919, George Wellington Veness (1857-1919) died in 
Oregon, but was buried in the Winlock cemetery. 

In 1920, the population of Winlock was 832. 

In 1920, the first concrete road between Winlock and Cowlitz Corner was 
being built. 

In 1920, Jacob Erving (born in 1879), a Finnish settler, started the first 
hatchery in Winlock. Soon John Annonen started the second one, and Taivo 
Hovilla started a third. 

In 1920, the poultry men in Winlock formed a local co-op and joined the 
Washington Egg and Poultry Association. 

In 1920, J.H. England and H.G. “Jake” England moved their family and mill 
from Evaline to Pike’s Hill (364 feet), about two miles east of Winlock, 
where they produced railroad ties. 

On Jan 4, 1920 William Raymond Wall (1920-1980) was born in Winlock to 
C.C. and Zella Wall. 

In March 1920, 50 men met at the Finnish hall southwest of Winlock to form 
an association of egg and poultry raisers. By the end of the summer, the 
cooperative had 175 members, represented 100,000 laying hens, and had 
affiliated with the Washington Cooperative Egg and Poultry Association 
(WEPCA). 

In 1921, the Commercial Club was organized in Winlock. 

In 1921, Robert A. Long planned and built a complete city that could 
support a population of up to 50,000 and provide labor for the mills as well 
as attracting other industries. The city was called Longview, a city in 
Cowlitz County, Washington, at the junction of the Cowlitz and Columbia 
rivers. 

In 1921, to celebrate, Winlock started "Winlock Poultry and Egg Day" to 
commemorate the importance of this industry. Egg Day is now an annual 
event held in the 3rd week of June. At one time Winlock was America's 
second largest egg producing town (from 1921 to 1951). In 1921 an 
estimated 300,000 baby chicks were shipped into Winlock for the area’s 
poultry farmers. Jacob Erving and John Annonen, who had the largest local 



flock of hens, built incubators to try to fill some the area’s demand. 

In 1921, Wesley Vandercook (1843-1925) built a mill near Kelso. However, 
Kelso was too small to support the 14,000 men that would be required to run 
the mill. 

In 1921, Fred Veness was elected to the Winlock City Council, but not 
liking the position, he soon resigned, (source: Winlock News, Sep 23, 1921) 

In 1921, the Meskill Lumber Company was destroyed by fire in Meskill, 
Washington. 

In the fall of 1921, the L. B. Menefee Lumber Company built a mill on Wolf 
Creek. 

On August 13, 1921, the first concrete road in Winlock was completed. 

In November 1921, the new Johnson school was completed. The first Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA) was organized. Mrs. R.W. Fletcher was the first 
president. 

On November 16, 1921, Betty Wall (Thompson) was born in Winlock to 
C.C. and Zella Wall. 

In the early 1920's, Winlock had three taxi cab companies - Orrie Edwards, 
Perry Castater, and Marvin Clark. 

On Feb 2, 1922, the old school on the hill burned down. 

In 1923, farmers in Winlock shipped 260,000 cases of eggs to market from 
over half a million laying eggs. 

In 1923, an entrepreneur names Searles came to Winlock and proposed 
opening a cannery in Winlock. However, he withdrew his offer, claiming 
too many other projects already underway, and the effort was abandoned. 

In April 1923, the Ervings lost most of their poultry operation to a fire. By 
June, the family was installing a new incubator with a capacity of 40,000 
eggs. 

In June 1923, the Cowlitz Produce Company shipped 11 rail carloads of 
strawberries from Winlock and 7 rail carloads from Centralia. 

On Oct 23, 1923, the Pacific Highway Bridge over the Columbia River at 
Vancouver was completed and opened. Winlock was represented in the 
celebration with a huge canvas egg, mounted on a truck. The first Big Egg 
was built for a float to represent Winlock in a parade to celebrate the 
opening of the Pacific Highway Bridge across the Columbia River. 

Winlock boasts of the world's largest egg (12 feet in length, weighing 1,200 



pounds on a 10 foot pole), which is located at the corner of Kerron and Fir 
Streets. Mentone, Indiana claims their 10-foot concrete egg is the heaviest 
at 3,000 pounds. 

On February 14, 1924, the city of Longview was incorporated. 

In 1924, a new laundry store was established in Winlock. The old laundry 
stored burned down in 1914. 

In 1924, Frye and Company established a buying station in Winlock. 

In 1925, the first hot lunches in school were served. 

In 1925, Mayor Floyd Hancock appointed Max Atlason as the first Fire 
Chief. The volunteer fire department consisted of Clyde Dubel, Earl 
Harkins, Joe Murray, Howard Nixon, Lloyd Raught, Alvin Strand, and 
Harry Warne. 

On March 14, 1925, Jack A. Veness (1847-1925) died at the age of 78 in 
Portland. His funeral on March 17, 1925, was the largest ever held in 
Winlock. (source: Winlock News, March 20, 1925) 

In the mid 1920s, J.H. England and family purchased Winlock’s big north 
mill from M.T. O’Connell. 

In 1926, the present Catholic Church was built on Arden Avenue. Andrew 
Johnson gave a bell for the first Catholic Church in Winlock. 

In 1926, Connie Cullen Wall was elected mayor of Winlock. During his time 
as mayor for 25 years, Winlock revamped city ordinances, renovated the 
community cemetery, passed state legislation, painted and beautified the 
entire community, built and equipped a modern vocational agricultural 
building for Winlock High School, paved streets and installed new lights, 
developed new industry to provide more than 200 new jobs, purchased a fire 
truck, lowered fire insurance rates, initiated health programs, obtained a 
local doctor, extended the city water system, established a community 
demonstration farm, improved agricultural practices and promoted new 
irrigation systems, obtained improved railroad passenger service, established 
programs of adult education and recreation, reduced public assistance, 
increased church attendance, and turned out 96% of the adult population to 
vote in a general election. 

In 1926, the first fire truck for Winlock was purchased. 

In 1926 William Waring was hit by a train in Winlock and died of his 
injuries. 

In 1926, the Winlock-Toledo Railway was completed. The railway failed 



during the Depression and the tracks were taken up in 1937. 

On March 15, 1926, the Oregon-Kalama Lumber Company was reorganized 
under a new name - the Winlock & Toledo Lumber Company. It operated 
until 1932. The corporation was dissolve on July 1, 1937. 

In 1927, the St. Urban and Grand Prairie school (Pikes Hill) voted to 
consolidate with the Winlock district. 

In 1927, there were seven hatcheries in Winlock, including Standard 
Hatchery, which would be, by 1974, the last hatchery in town. On August 
31, 1927, Herman Haapala, Carl Laakso, Arvid Pakkala, and Eli Turula 
signed articles of incorporation for their new hatchery, which they named 
Standard Hatchery. 

In 1927, the hatcheries passed the lumber industry as the largest industry in 
Winlock. 

On October 24, 1927, George B. Rhodes (1868-1927) died in Chehalis. He 
served two years as mayor and had been city councilman and member of the 
School board at various times. 

In 1928, a gym for the school was built. 

In 1928, the Veness lumber company collapsed and Jack Veness lost his 
house shortly thereafter. Jack Erving, pioneer of the Winlock hatchery 
business, bought the house from the bank in 1930 and made it their family 
home. 

In 1929, the Carlisle Lumber Company in Onalaska had an inventory of over 
20 million board feet of lumber. 

In 1930, the population of Winlock was 864. There were 39,455 people in 
Lewis County. 

In 1930, the Winlock & Toledo Lumber Company was out of business and 
the big mill closed for the last time. The big mill was sold at auction in 
June, 1931 for $25,000. The mill was then dismantled and sold piece by 
piece. 

In October 1930, Lred Veness took over management of the Main Street 
Shell service station and worked as a driver for Swift & Company, a poultry 
products distribution company. 

In 1931, the Larmers-Merchants Picnic brought in an 8-foot wide frying pan 
from Long Beach, California, for the egg festival. Thora Lindner greased 
the World’s Largest Frying Pan with bacon slabs strapped to her feet, and an 
enormous omelet was made in the pan, using 10,000 eggs. 



In 1932, the Ainslie school district consolidated with the Winlock district. 

On November 24, 1932, C.D. Prigmore died at the age of 76. He was a 
pioneer of the Winlock district and of Pe Ell. 

In 1933, the Winlock Baptist Church burned down. 

In 1934, the first agriculture class was established in Winlock. 

In 1936, a new Baptist church in Winlock was completed. 

In 1937, Winlock began officially celebrating Egg Day. It only postponed 
the event from 194e through 1946 due to World War II. 

In 1938, Pacific Northwest Bell Company took over the Winlock Home 
Telephone Company. 

In 1938, the Laurel Gibbs family moved to Winlock. He served on the 
Winlock City Council for 27 years and one term as Mayor. 

In 1940, the population of Winlock was 861. 

In 1940, the U.S. census showed 62 people of Japanese descent living in 
Lewis County. 

In May, 1942, the Puyallup Assembly Center, unofficially known as Camp 
Harmony, was established at the Western Washington Fairgrounds in 
Puyallup. It was a temporary facility within the system of internment camps 
set up for Japanese Americans during World War II. Approximately 7,390 
Americans of Japanese descent in Washington State were sent to this camp. 

In September 1942, the Japanese-Americans were sent to other locations, 
and Camp Harmony was torn down. 

In 1944, the original wood-and-canvas egg was replaced by one made of 
plastic. 

In 1944, a train struck Carlos Mendoza Morales, age 35, while he was 
walking along the tracks in Winlock. 

On March 23, 1945, Dr. W.W. Webb died. 

There were 110 people from Lewis County that were either killed in action 
or missing in action during World War II. 

In 1947, the Lions Club was organized in Winlock. 

In 1947, William Waxmith became school superintendent. 

On April 13, 1949, at 11:55 a.m., an earthquake of 7.1 magnitude hit 56 
miles north of Winlock. Eight people were killed in the earthquake. In 
Winlock, one was injured. Damage was extensive. Store windows shattered 



and store merchandise was damages. Bricks fell from buildings and there 
was general damage to residences. 

On June 26, 1949 William Raymond Wall (1920-1980) married Bobbie 
Luegina Brown (1931-2001) in Winlock, WA. 

In 1950, the population of Winlock was 878. 

On May 11, 1951, William Dale Wall was born to William R. Wall and 
Bobbie L. Brown. He grew up in his early years in Winlock and attended 
Winlock Elementary School until moving to Tacoma. 

In 1951, Borsey’s Hardware Store was established. 

In 1951, the J.H. England sawmill burned down. 

In 1951, C.C. Wall began writing the history of Winlock at the request of the 
Winlock Community Development Association. The Community 
Development came into existence as a result of a study of the community, 
under the direction of the Bureau of Community Development of the 
University of Washington, with Professor Dick Poston as the consultant. 

In 1952, there were 176 students enrolled in high school, 355 in grade 
school, and 30 graduated from high school. The school board consisted of 
Emil Hofman, Ralph Nelson, Jack Sarvels, Walter Annonen, and Fritz 
Korpi. In 1952 the Winlock Fire Department consisted of: N. Dubel, Lloyd 
Raught, Howard Nixon, Tom Elliott, Ed Schilittler, George Dueber, Rolla 
Matthews, Bob Craft, Bob Brosey, Bob Johnson, John Gibbs, Sanford Wall, 
Fritz Korpi, Edgar McNelly, Larry Jones, and Jerry Schlittler. In 1952 the 
city council consisted of: mayor V.O. Harkins, city clerk Dale Whisler, city 
treasurer Fred Veness, councilmen George Prigmore, Jess Odoms, Laurel 
Gibbs, Dewey Prehm, and George England. 

On May 12, 1952 Connie C. Wall completed Historical Sketches of Winlock, 
Washington and presented it to the Winlock Community Development 
Group. The history was in connection with the University of Washington’s 
project of rejuvenating the town. Excerpts from his history appeared in The 
Longview Daily News in 1953. 

In 1953, Fred Veness died in Winlock. 

In 1954, Winlock High School was the only one in Lewis County not to have 
a lighted athletic field or a grandstand. By September 1, 1955, a modern 
lighting system was installed on the field, and a 1,000 seat-covered 
grandstand. 

In 1954, the Perma Products Company built a plant and started operations in 



Winlock. They manufactured stained and grooved sidewall shakes and 
panels. The company was later known as Shakertown Corporation. 

In 1955, the “Big Jack” 80-ton locomotive was placed on display in Fort 
Borst Park in Centralia, Washington. Many Winlock family reunions were 
held at Borst Park. 

In 1955, Winlock High School was the football State champion. They were 
also State champions in 1958 and 1959. 

By the end of the 1950s, there were only three hatcheries left in Winlock. 

In 1960, Laurel Gibbs was Mayor of Winlock. 

In 1960, Cy Meyers, a future Winlock mayor, moved to Winlock. He 
delivered eggs across the region. 

In 1960, the Walnut Street Bridge was completed over the Olequa Creek. 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was led by C. C. Wall. 

In the mid-1960s, the platform for the plastic egg fell and the egg broke. 
Since it could not be put back together again, a new fiberglass egg was built 
to replace it. 

During the Vietnam War, three men from Winlock were killed in battle. 

They were William Beckwith (1946-1968), Gary Booth (1950-1970), and 
PFC Rene Lee Malarz (1944-1967). 

On August 24, 1967, Private First Class Rene Lee Malarz of Winlock died in 
Quang Ngai Province, South Vietnam as the result of small arms fire. 

In 1968, the Mossyrock dam was completed. It stands 606 feet from 
bedrock, and is the Pacific Northwest’s tallest dam. 

On May 31, 1968, Winlock native Ed Leonard (1938-2014) was shot down 
over Laos in his Skyraider (Sandy 7), trying to rescue an F-4 Phantom pilot 
that had been shot down. He spent almost 5 years as a prisoner of war 
(POW), including 3.5 years in solitary confinement. He was able to return 
to Winlock in May, 1973, where they had a big parade for him. His picture 
and the parade made the cover of the Los Angeles Times. He flew 257 
combat sorties in Southeast Asia. 

On July 4, 1968, William Arnold Beckwith, also known as William A. 

Nims, died of mortar fragments wounds during a Viet Cong attack in Quang 
Tri Province in South Vietnam. He was a Marine Corporal from Winlock. 
(source: http://www.virtualwall.org/db/BeckwithWA01 a.htm) 

On February 8, 1970, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church merged with St, Paul 
Lutheran Church in Winlock. 



On May 16, 1972, Connie C. Wall, one of the pioneers of Winlock, died in 
the Chehalis hospital. He was born on August 7, 1887. 

By 1974, there was only one hatchery left in town, Standard Hatchery, 
owned by Vern Zander and his family. The hatchery hatched 2,500,000 
chicks a year. 

In 1976, in honor of the bicentennial, the Winlock Egg was painted gold. 

In 1979, Rochester began hosting the Swede Day annual festival, celebrating 
its Scandinavian heritage. 

On May 18, 1980, Mount St Helens volcano erupted. William Raymond 
Wall (1920-1980) was being buried at the Winlock cemetery when it blew 
up. 57 people died in the eruption, some from Lewis County. Wallace 
Norwood Bowers (1938-1980) of Winlock died in the eruption of Mount St. 
Helens. His body was never recovered. The Wall family planned to go to 
Mount St Helens later that day, but the eruption prevented that from 
happening. Winlock was covered in one inch of ash after the eruption. 

On December 6, 1984, Laurel Cheney Gibbs (1898-1984) died in Winlock at 
the age of 86. 

In 1985, Vern Zander sold his hatchery to the DeYoung Leed Company, 
which at the time planned to continue hatching in the plant. In the end, they 
decided not to, and the chicken hatching industry came to an end in 
Winlock. 

In August 1985, Steven Harkins and his girlfriend were murdered near 
Mineral, Washington, a small unincorporated community in Lewis County, 
near the Pierce/Lewis county line. 

In 1986, an Amtrak train slammed into a semi truck loaded with wood chips 
at the railroad crossing on Walnut Street. One train passenger was injured. 
The Burlington Northern Santa Le Co. had to repair the tracks. The state 
settled with the railroad for $75,000 and paid the passenger $6,000. 

In Lebruary 1986, the body of Diana Robertson was discovered near a 
logging road off of Washington State Route 7 in the community of Mineral, 
Lewis County. 

In 1987, the Olequa Senior Center opened in Winlock. 

On October 24, 1990, Beverly Roberts was commissioned by Vern Zander 
to create a new Big Egg. The new, more egg-like fiberglass Egg replaced 
the mid-60s model. It was donated by Standard Hatchery and now stands in 
the Vern Zander Memorial Park. 



In 1992, the population of Winlock was 1,060. 

In 1993, the population of Winlock was 1,090. 

On April 8, 1993, Yern L. Zander (1904-1993) died. 

In 1994, the population of Winlock was 1,110. 

In 1994, Roy Richards started collecting Winlock-area historical artifacts. 
He late opened his Renegade Rooster History Center of Winlock. 

In 1995, the population of Winlock was 1,162. 

In 1996, the population of Winlock was 1,205 

On July 4, 1997, the house on 319 First Street known as the “Doll House” 
was completely destroyed by fire. It was used as a beauty parlor. 

In 1998, the Burlington Northern Railroad completely demolished the 
railroad depot known as the Bungalow Depot. 

In 1999, the population of Winlock was 1,225. 

In 2000, the population of Winlock was 1,166. The medium house value 
was $86,300. 

In 2001, the population of Winlock was 1,337 and the unemployment rate 
was 20%. 

On February 28, 2001 at 10:54 am, a magnitude 6.8 earthquake occurred 44 
miles from Winlock, causing much damage. I was known as the Nisqually 
earthquake or “the Ash Wednesday earthquake.” 

After the September 11, 2001 terror attacks on the U.S., the Winlock egg 
was re-striped in red, white, and blue. “God Bless America” was inscribed 
on the egg at the same time. The finishing touch was a yellow ribbon. 

In 2002, the population of Winlock was 1,175. 

In 2002, Kenneth Goodwin was Winlock’s postmaster. 

In 2003, the population of Winlock was 1,183. 

In 2005, the population of Winlock was 1,209. 

On December 3, 2007, a flood that swelled the Olequa Creek damaged both 
bridges (across Walnut Street and Fir Street) in Winlock. 

On December 3, 2007, Nathan Richard Hiatt, age 81, slipped into Wallers 
Creek (also known as King Creek) behind his Winlock home and drowned. 

On February 27, 2009, the Winlock Cardinals High School Basketball team 
won their first ever district championship against Castle Rock. 



In November, 2009, Winlock hardware store owner Glen Cook, age 58, 
became mayor with 173 votes to former mayor Don Bradshaw (1841- ) 

with 49 votes. 

In 2010, the population of Winlock was 1,339 at the 2010 census. It 
contained 475 households and 327 families residing in the city. The racial 
makeup was 84.7% White, 0.7% Black, 1.6% Native American, 0.6% Asian, 
0.3% Pacific Islander, and 8.4% other races. Hispanics or Latinos were 
13.1% of the population. The median age was 34 years. 51.2% of the 
population were male and 48.8% were female. 

In 2010, Kenneth Goodwin, the Winlock postmaster, was booked in the 
Lewis County Jail on three counts of allegedly patronizing prostitution after 
his arrest in Winlock. (source: http://www.chronline.com/news/winlock- 
postmaster-caught-in-lewis-county-sheriff-s-office- 
craigslist/article 909e3c7e-5c5b-l Idf-ae94-001cc4c002e0.html and 
http://tdn.com/news/local/winlock-postmaster-accused-of-soliciting-sex-on- 

craigslist/article 854785e2-5e27-lldf-adb8-001cc4c03286.html) 

In March 2011, there was a murder-suicide near Winlock. Cathy L. Walter 
shot her husband, Rodney, her 18-year-old autistic son, Devon, and the 
family’s pets before killing herself. It happened at their home on Frost 
Road, 5 miles east of Winlock. (source: 

http://www.chronline.com/news/winlock-murder-suicide-still-has- 

unanswered-questions/article e9e28538-b49c-llel-a865- 

001a4bcf887a.html) 

In March 2011, hikers discovered the body of Mike Riemer in the 
community of Mineral, Washington. 

On October 18, 2012, Evelyn Miller died at the age of 101. When she died, 
she bequeathed nearly $1 million to the city of Winlock. She was the sister 
of Virgil Harkins, a former Winlock mayor. 

In 2013, the last restaurant in Winlock closed. 

In 2014, the population of Winlock was 1,308. 

In March 2014, the Fir Street Bridge across the Olequa Creek was closed. 

On February 14, 2014, Mike Hughes, age 38, who grew up in Winlock, died 
in a terrorist attack in Kabul, Afghanistan. He was a civilian contractor. He 
graduated from Winlock High School in 1993. He was to have returned 
home to marry Holly Orbino, a fellow Winlock grad, (source: 
http: //tdn. com/ne ws/loc al/ci vilian-contractor-fr om-winlock-killed -in- 

explosion-in-afghanistan/article 316c217a-92ea-l le3-abff- 












001a4bcf887a.html) 


In March 2014, the Fir Street Bridge across the Olequa Creek was closed. It 
was damaged in the 2007 Winlock flood. 

In 2015, the medium house value was $122,933. 

On February 26, 2015, a fire destroyed a home on Northeast First Street and 
killed a mother (Samantha Koehler) and two girls. 

In 2016, the population of Winlock was estimated at 1,337. 

On October 8. 2017, two brothers were killed in Winlock in a murder- 
suicide after their sister was rescued from a 50-foot fall in a well. Jeffry C. 
Wachter, 59, of Malone (an unincorporated community in Grays Harbor 
County), shot to death is brother, Paul, age 56, of Winlock, then shot 
himself, (source: http://www.chronline.com/crime/coroner-identifies- 
brothers-killed-in-apparent-murder-suicide-in-winlock/article_4c6245ca- 
af94-11 e7-ab24-8bea255964fa.html) 


Winlock is located at 46.491308 North Longitude and -122.937588 West 
Latitude (46 degrees, 29 minutes, 29 seconds North and 122 degrees, 56 
minutes, and 15 seconds West). It is 77 miles north of Portland and 68 miles 
south of Tacoma. It is 14 miles south of Chehalis, the county seat. 

Winlock is 305 feet (93 meters) above sea level. ZIP code is 98596. Area 
code is 360. Olequa Creek runs in the center of the town. Winlock is 2 miles 
west of Interstate 5. Highway 505 crosses Interstate 5 and connects Winlock 
with Toledo. The town is 19 miles SW of Chehalis on SR 603. Land area is 
1.29 square miles (3.34 square kilometers). 

The most popular last names in Winlock are: Johnson, Anderson, Nelson, 
Smith, Jones, Davis, Blum, Martin, Miller, and Hill. 

21% of Winlock residents report Germany ancestry, and 10% report Irish. 

The cities and towns closest to Winlock are Evaline (3 miles), Saint Urban 
(3 miles), Cowlitz (5 miles), Toledo (5.6 miles), Napavine (6 miles), Vader 
(6.3 miles), Marys Corner (7 miles), Klaus (8 miles), Olequa (8 miles), 
Wildwood (8 miles), Newaukum (8.3 miles), Crego (9 miles), Oxley (9 
miles), Ryderwood (9 miles), Boistfort (9.6 miles), Ethel (9.6 miles), Klaber 
(10 miles), Newaukum (10 miles), Adna (11 miles), Claquato (11 miles), 
Curtis (11 miles), Littell (11 miles), Phillips (11 miles), Chehalis (12 miles), 
Millbum (12 miles), Onalaska (12 miles), Ruth (12 miles), Ceres (13 miles), 
Fayette (14 miles), Lacamas (14 miles), Mays (15 miles), Meskill (15 miles), 



Nulls Crossing (15 miles), Salkum (15 miles), Silver Lake (15 miles), Toutle 
(15 miles), Castle Rock (15.1 miles), Centralia (16 miles), Kopiah (16 
miles), Blakeslee Junction (17 miles), Fords Prairie (17 miles), Kid Valley 
(17 miles), Sandy Bend (17 miles), Sightly (17 miles), Silver Creek (17 
miles), Dryad (18 miles), Pe Ell (18 miles), Alpha (18 miles), Galvin (18 
miles), Headquarters (18 miles), Mayfield (18 miles), Pleasant Hill (18 
miles), Wabash (18 miles), Wilson (18 miles), Doty (19 miles), McCormick 
(19 miles), Bunker (19.1 miles), Eufaulla Heights (20 miles), Reynolds (20 
miles), Winston (20 miles), Bucoda (21.4 miles), Longview (24 miles), 
Clearwood (32 miles), Kalama (34 miles), Yelm (36 miles), Olympia (38 
miles), Woodland (41 miles), Eatonville (41 miles), and Montesaano-Elma 
(42 miles). 

Winlock has 246 farms. 

Lewis County, one of 39 counties in Washington, consists of the cities of 
Centralia, Chehalis, Morton, Mossyrock, Napavine, Toledo, Vader, and 
Winlock. It consists of the town Pe Ell. The unincorporated communities 
are Adna, Alpha, Boistfort, Bunker, Ceres, Cinebar, Cora, Curtis, Doty, 
Dryad, Ethel, Evaline, Fords Prairie, Forest, Galvin, Glenoma, Harmony, 
Klaber, Lacamas, Mary’s Corner, Mayfield, McCormick, Meskill, Mineral, 
Newaukum, Onalaska, Packwood, Randle, Saint Urban, Salkum, Silver 
Creek, Swofford, White Pass, and Wildwood. Ghost towns include 
Lindberg, Mendota, and Walville. 
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